him the prosperity of the state was the prerequisite for
the happiness of the citizens. However, the interests of
the world as the home of all living beings was also set
before the interests of the individual state.
Cai wrote: “Until the ‘great community’ of the
world is realized, the interests of society cannot be
identical with those of the world.” He also emphasized
that in fulfilling the duty to the state, one must be careful not to contradict the duty of the world. He dreamed
of a “great community” of the entire world (datong
shijie), which would be peaceful and harmonious, without class distinctions and state boundaries, without
armies and war. All humans would understand each
other in this world community and help one another.
Cai saw the “Dialogue of Cultures” as the pathway to
this goal:
I have often thought that a nation must necessarily absorb the culture of other peoples. This is
like the body of a human being who cannot grow
without breathing the air of the outside world,
without eating and drinking.
Yes, he saw in this meeting of cultures the absolute
prerequisite of higher development:

If one takes a look at the development of the
world history, one sees that the confrontation of
different cultures always leads to the emergence
of a new one.
The realization of this vision is absolutely identifiable through the dynamism and the “Spirit of the
New Silk Road.” The principles that must determine
the “righteous path” for the new paradigm are not
static axioms, but consist of the prospects arising
from the aesthetic education of, eventually, all human
beings.
In a world where economics is not based on the
principles of profit maximization and the greatest
possible satisfaction of individual greed, but on the
best possible promotion of human creativity as the
motor of an anti-entropic developing universe—if,
so to speak, the “cosmic order” inspires political,
economic and cultural life—then the dreams of Confucius, Schiller, Cai Yuanpei, Xi Jinping and Lyndon
LaRouche are the political legislators of humanity.
As Tagore expressed it in his famous dialogue with
Einstein: “When our universe is in harmony with
Man, the eternal, we know it as Truth, we feel it as
beauty.”

CONFERENCE OF ALL ASIAN NATIONS

Peace and Development
Remain the Call of Our Times
May 26—The “Conference on Dialogue of Asian Civilizations,” held in Beijing, China on May 15, 2019, was
attended by 1,352 representatives including the 47
countries of Asia, other parts of the world, and international organizations. Chinese President Xi Jinping at
the opening of the conference stated, “Various civilizations are not destined to clash.” He further underscored
the danger of the idea of a necessary clash of civilizations, saying, “The intensifying global challenges humanity are facing now require concerted efforts from
countries across the world,” and highlighted the role of
culture in coping with common challenges.
This conference was Asia’s first-ever grand gathering themed on inter-civilizational exchanges and
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mutual learning for a community with a shared future.
The following consensus was reached at the conference
and released to the public.

The 2019 Beijing Consensus
of the Conference on Dialogue
of Asian Civilizations
We believe that the ancestors of Asian nations have
created splendid civilizations, promoted cultural progress, raised living standards and developed diverse
social systems. Today, Asian civilizations are conducting exchanges with openness and thriving as a result of
EIR May 31, 2019

mutual learning. The flowers
of Asian civilizations are in
full bloom in the garden of
world civilizations. The peoples of Asian countries
should build strong confidence in their own civilizations and endeavor to
achieve greater splendor in
the future.
The world is undergoing
major development, transformation and adjustment,
but peace and development
remain the call of our times.
Meanwhile, we are facing a
number of severe global
challenges. An effective reXinhua/Wang Ye
sponse to these challenges
Chinese and foreign leaders and guests before the opening of the Conference on Dialogue of
requires not only economic, Asian Civilizations, at the China National Convention Center in Beijing, China on May 15, 2019.
scientific and technological
strength, but also the power of culture and civilization.
ple-to-people exchanges between countries, ethnicities
The Conference on Dialogue of Asian Civilizations
and cultures. In doing so, we will lay solid cultural and
provides a broad platform for promoting dialogue, exsocial foundations and cement public understanding for
changes and mutual learning on an equal footing, and
building a community with a shared future for Asia and
for the development of civilizations in Asia and the
all mankind.
world at large.
We hope that the Conference on Dialogue of Asian
We believe that the diversity of civilizations is an
Civilizations will provide Asia and the international
essential feature of our world. Every civilization,
community with a new starting point for conducting
with its unique appeal and roots, is a treasure of humore extensive and in-depth intercivilizational diamanity. Diverse civilizations should respect each
logue, and building a diversified communication mechother in a spirit of inclusiveness and mutual learning.
anism and a multi-level dialogue platform. We should
In light of history and reality, we should ensure that
pursue development through innovation and keep pace
respect for diversity will replace a sense of superiorwith the times while maintaining our cultural traditions,
ity, harmonious coexistence will replace clashes, exso as to maximize the driving forces for cultural progchanges and sharing will replace estrangement, and
ress. We should promote cooperation among different
joint progress will replace isolation. In this way, all
countries in the fields of culture, tourism, education,
civilizations can appreciate each other’s beauty while
media, think tanks, health and nongovernmental exvaluing that of their own, and achieve common develchanges. We should look out for each other and work in
opment.
solidarity. We should join hands to provide Asia and the
We believe that all peoples aspire for peace and
world with wisdom and the impetus for peaceful develtranquility, common prosperity, openness and interconopment, and build a better future for Asian and world
nectivity in Asia and the world at large. Exchanges and
civilizations.
mutual learning among civilizations act as a major
We highly appreciate China’s contribution to prodriver for world progress, peace and development, and
moting dialogue among Asian civilizations and its exhold the key to building a community with a shared
cellent organization of this conference. We will join
future for mankind. We need to strengthen dialogue and
China in pushing forward exchanges and mutual learnpromote mutual understanding and trust, as well as peoing among all civilizations.
May 31, 2019
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