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with domestic policy issues clearly dominating. Is it 
possible to build relations in such condition at all? Or 
maybe we should wait?

Vladimir Putin: As regards the developments in 
the United States—how can we cooperate with them 
when they are so engaged in their domestic political af-
fairs? Obviously, this is always the case during an elec-
tion campaign, and the United States is no exception. 
But this domestic political race has got a little over the 
top. I do not think this has ever occurred in the history 
of the United States before.

But life goes on, and we should factor in the cur-
rent domestic situation there. But it is simply not pos-
sible to steer clear of such a global power as the United 
States. We intend to do as much as the U.S. itself is 
ready for.

Vitaly Naumkin: In conclusion, I would like to ask 
the last one.

During these four days, we have discussed various 
issues related to the current state of the world order and 

made a firm conclusion that it is undergoing a crisis and 
the future global order will be established with an in-
creasing role of Asian countries.

How do you see this future global order?

Vladimir Putin: The existing system of interna-
tional relations, international institutions and structures 
took shape following World War II as its result. The 
situation around the globe is changing drastically, both 
in Europe and on the American continent, with new rap-
idly growing and developing players, as well as in 
Africa, and, of course, Asia.

For the existing system and its institutions to last, it 
has to correspond to the realities of the ever-changing 
world. I believe that we must not destroy what has been 
created in the past decades, but should gradually trans-
form it and adapt it to these realities, with due consider-
ation of the growing power and prospects of Asia’s de-
velopment in general and certain Asian countries in 
particular. They certainly have the right to and must 
take the place they deserve in global politics and inter-
national affairs.

Russia Rules Against 
Carbon Emission Penalties

As reported in an October 17 article in The Moscow 
Times, “Russia Rejects Climate Change Plan After 
Business Uproar,” the Russian government has re-
versed policy and acted to block proposed “climate 
change” legislation which would have imposed on 
Russia the same type of anti-industrial “green” insan-
ity that is now prevalent throughout most of the Eu-
ropean Union membership. The climate change leg-
islation would have imposed mandatory quotas on 
carbon emissions for Russia’s largest companies, 
penalties for the biggest “polluters,” and established 
a new national carbon trading system. This has now 
all been scrapped.

Originally, the Russian government proposed in-
troducing climate legislation in two phases. The first 
was to have been a five-year stock-taking exercise to 
measure company-level emissions and determine ap-
propriate quotas for reducing emissions. After that, 

the mandatory penalties cited above would have been 
imposed, together with the carbon trading scheme. 
This second, punitive stage has now been killed. The 
Moscow Times reported,

Plans for quotas on carbon emissions at Rus-
sia’s largest companies, a new national carbon 
trading system and penalties for the biggest 
[greenhouse gas] polluters have now been 
scrapped.

Instead, Russia will only go ahead with proposals 
to measure and collect data on emissions as part of a 
five-year green audit.

The campaign against a stricter package of mea-
sures was led by the influential Russian Union of In-
dustrialists and Entrepreneurs (RSPP)—an organi-
zation that acts as the voice for many of Russia’s 
large industries and manufacturing concerns. The 
new laws were set to be introduced as part of Rus-
sia’s ratification of the 2016 Paris Climate Agree-
ment. Now, that will not happen.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/10/17/russia-rejects-climate-change-plan-after-business-uproar-a67780

