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Beauty Is the 
Food of the Soul
by Diane Sare

I can report on the Schiller Institute NYC chorus, 
which finally restarted—of course, it’s taken everyone 
some time to get their feet on the ground with all of the 
very dramatic changes in our lives with the quarantine 
and the restrictions on activities, which I will under-
score, are very necessary right now until we know the 
magnitude of this disease, and until we actually defeat 
it. 

of water a year for the water requirements for these 
added hospitals. That’s a lot of water. 

Deploy to Build Capacity, Productivity
From a long-term perspective, we should take this 

crisis as an opportunity to go back to the approach of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Public Works Administration, 
Civilian Conservation Corps and such programs. Get 
the young people deployed, who have been working 
until now in mostly worthless things. 

Mr. LaRouche had been very vocal about this: an 
FDR-style mobilization is certainly at the core of his 
Four Laws. Younger people should be employed for the 
longer-term perspective of building what we need in 
this nation. They can be deployed internationally to 
help in Africa, to help in South America, to help in these 
places that are going to get overwhelmed; and to give 
them a much larger sense of mission. 

To get to Hill-Burton standards internationally, 
would require perhaps 35 million hospital beds! That’s 
total; that’s not adding an additional 35 million, but I 
don’t know what the existing totals are. From place to 
place, there is great variation, and too often, complete 
absence of facilities. This is woefully the case in Africa, 
large parts of South and Central America, and some 
other locations. For these 35 million beds, it means 
about 116,000 total hospitals. 

Again, understanding that there’s obviously tens of 
thousands of beds in existence already, but for rough 
appreciation of the gear-up necessary to support 35 mil-
lion beds, let us consider that they might require on the 
order of 358 more gigawatts: that’s more than 50 Grand 
Coulee Dams, or 360 Westinghouse reactors. 

This is an amazing amount of energy to be added to 

the system. I think we should deploy these small modu-
lar reactors, now in the works. I think we should go the 
frontiers of what our grid should be, and certainly the 
question of nuclear power, as we move towards fusion, 
is obviously going to give the highest skill level to the 
economy overall. 

NuScale Power and some other companies have 
new 60 MW reactors that can literally be put on the 
back of semi-trailer trucks and shipped where they need 
to be sent. Also, they can be rolled out in a factory-style 
manufacturing process.

The water requirement for this modern scale of hos-
pital services worldwide is 5 trillion gallons of water a 
year for its operation. You’re looking at about half of 
the full capacity of Lake Meade; that’s a lot of water. It 
should be an international mobilization to build these 
hospitals, so through collaboration we become capable 
of dealing with something huge like this.

Improving the physical economy and engaging in 
this physical economic mobilization, require all these—
medical facilities, energy, water—and other aspects of 
infrastructure which uplift the potential relative popula-
tion density. This puts mankind and the biosphere in a 
position such that lower life forms that are now plaguing 
us, are not going to have the ability to thrive at the ex-
pense of our species. We are taking dominion over nature. 
LaRouche has certainly always had that perspective; 
that’s why he highlighted Vernadsky in his Four Laws.

This gives the larger perspective. We have to think 
about this as an international mission; this is for human-
ity as a whole. I think that will give us, as Helga said, 
the understanding of the importance of this agapic mis-
sion. We will have the proper passion that will be re-
quired to deal with this mobilization.
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We did finally have our first online rehearsal of the 
Missa Solemnis. Beethoven is extremely important, not 
only because he was, up to the present time, the greatest 
Classical composer that has existed, and he was the 
greatest composer because of his extraordinary love of 
mankind. It’s not the case that you can be a great artist 
and not have a passionate commitment to the fate of 
mankind as a whole. 

I think music, particularly Classical music, in this 
moment is going to be extremely important to the popu-
lation. Because what is about to happen to us is some-
thing which is really hard to imagine, but as I think 
Helga may have mentioned already, in Spain, in Italy, in 
Peru, they are now calling out the military to help 
remove the corpses, because the morgues have over-
flowed.

How does one deal with a situation like that emo-
tionally? How do you find the strength to remain human, 
to not be jaded or cynical or flippant? 

We know from studying the Middle Ages and the 
plague that people had peculiar ways of responding to 
it; either by becoming completely hedonistic and 
saying, “Oh well, I’m going to be dead in a few days 
anyway, I’m going to do whatever I want.” Or, by run-
ning around beating themselves and saying, “We’ve all 
sinned, and this is our punishment,” and continuing to 
spread the plague in that way. Neither of those is an ap-
propriate response. What we also see by the nature of 
this disease, is that there is really no such thing as being 
isolated. 

And for younger people who thought that they 
were immune to this, we’re finding now in Italy and 
the United States, that many younger people—people 
under the age of 50, who don’t have pre-existing con-
ditions—are becoming severely ill. So, everything 
that we think we know, we have to throw out the next 
day.

Beethoven Speaks To Us All
When Beethoven composed the Missa Solemnis, it 

was supposed to be for his patron, who had been conse-
crated as the Archbishop. Beethoven was really com-
mitted to making sure that the meaning of the words in 
the mass was conveyed in the music. So, it ended up 

taking him four years to compose the Missa Solemnis; 
and the piece ended up being an hour and a half long. I 
think after this composition, many people were quite 
hesitant to compose another mass, because it was 
thought, “Who could deal with this more profoundly, 
more thoroughly?” And I think this mass is going to be 
something absolutely crucial to be performed, once we 
have come to the other side of this, which we are going 
to do. 

The rehearsal went very well. I was very pleased 
with responses from members of the chorus. If you’ve 
sung in a chorus, it’s a really delightful social process. 
You may not really know a whole lot about what the 
members do outside of the chorus, but because each of 
you is singing your voice part, there is a very deep ap-
preciation for what everyone brings to the whole. So, 
it’s a wonderful social process, and a lot of us were 
missing it terribly. 

When I sent out the email that said we were going to 
be doing this online, people were emailing back smiley 
faces and five exclamation points. I can report that the 
attendance at our first online rehearsal was absolutely 
excellent. I think we’re going to be able to accomplish 
a great deal.

Also, for people watching who want to participate 
in the Schiller Institute NYC chorus, now that we’re 
holding rehearsals online, I think many of you can join 
and start learning the Missa Solemnis with us. When we 
get through this, we’ll be very impressed with what we 
have learned, and how big the chorus is.

So my commitment, as I think everyone’s is, is not 
only that we defeat this virus, but that when we come to 
the other side of what is going to be a horrific crisis, 
each one of us is a much better person than we were 
when the crisis began. 

Zepp-LaRouche: I think that is the spirit which we 
have to have.

I would hope that the weakness of the present 
breakdown crisis turns into a cultural renaissance. I 
really think Leibniz was right: a great evil always 
evokes in people the desire for a greater good. So, join 
with the New York chorus and learn to sing the Missa 
Solemnis.  


