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Between March 1 and April
10, China exported around 7.12
billion masks, 55.57 million
pieces of protective suits, 3.59
million infrared thermometers,
20,100 ventilators, and 13.69 million goggles. As of April 12, we
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expert groups to 12 countries, and
Chinese medical experts have had
83 video conferences with their
counterparts from 153 countries
to assist relevant countries in responding to the epidemic.
At the same time, we always
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human society has indeed become a community with a
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shared future. In the face of global challenges such as
infectious diseases, climate change, and terrorism, even
great powers like China and the United States cannot
manage by fighting alone.
In his recent phone call with President Trump,
President Xi stressed that the two countries should join
efforts, strengthen cooperation in areas such as outbreak preparedness and response, and contribute to
building a relationship based on non-conflict or confrontation, mutual respect, and win-win cooperation.
This points out the direction for the future development of our bilateral relations. Looking ahead, the two
sides need to strengthen global governance cooperation in public health, economics, and finance, and establish joint prevention and control networks. We
should collaborate in developing vaccines and drugs,
better coordinate macro policies so as to counter the
downward pressure on the world economy and maintain world stability and prosperity.
Second, the epidemic underscores the profound
friendship between Chinese and American people,
which serves as the mainstream of our relationship. As
the virus takes its toll in China and the U.S., our two
peoples have chosen to mutually support each other instead of being indifferent across the Pacific. When
China was in deep distress, people across various sectors of U.S. society lent a hand to us, for which we will
always be truly grateful. Now the U.S. has become the
epicenter of the world, with more than 900,000 people
diagnosed and more than 50,000 deaths. The Chinese
people relate to the difficulties American people are
going through, and we are willing to offer assistance to
the best of our ability in return. According to incomplete statistics, China has provided the U.S. with over
2.46 billion masks, meaning 7 masks for each person in
the U.S., plus nearly 5,000 ventilators, 258 million
gloves, 29.2 million surgical protective suits, and 3.13
million goggles.
In the past few weeks, we have received much
genuine appreciation from American people. I believe our two peoples’ friendship will become even
stronger through the test of this battle. Our two governments must pay heed to the mainstream of our
two peoples while growing this relationship. We
cannot be caught by some extremists who keep sowing
seeds of discord and decoupling between our two nations.
Third, the epidemic reveals the China-U.S. rela20

tionship is still facing complicated problems. In solving the problems and differences, we must stop appealing to the dark side of humanity and look to the bright
side. Since the outbreak of this epidemic, especially
after the situation in the U.S. got severe, we have noticed many negative voices about China in the United
States. Some people have accused China of concealing
the outbreak, some even have made up the story that
the virus came from a Chinese lab and vowed to hold
China accountable. Some people have stigmatized
China and have discriminated against ethnic Chinese. I
want to point out that there are some different views on
the source of the virus in the international community.
Virus tracing is a serious scientific issue and should be
carefully assessed by professionals with scientific evidence. COVID-19 is a completely new virus, and its
outbreak is unexpected.
All nations need some time to understand the situation and respond to it. It was impossible for China to
issue a warning to the world in the very early stage because of a small number of unknown cases. Some
countries also initially mistook the COVID-19 for a
common cold or pneumonia. Infectious diseases may
break out in any country or any ethnic group. We must
do our best to prevent discrimination against any country and group in this pandemic. American citizens may
also encounter increasing discrimination abroad as the
situation here in the United States gets worse. To blame
and scapegoat other countries, to incite racial discrimination and xenophobia, will do no good in enabling the
world to cope with the epidemic and its impact, nor
will it help unite us in addressing other global challenges in the future. They will only bring chaos to the
global governance, and cause more harm to peoples
around the globe.
Ladies and Gentlemen, former U.S. President John
F. Kennedy realized very long ago that “When written
in Chinese, the word ‘crisis’ is composed of two characters—one represents danger, and the other represents
opportunity.” The COVID-19 crisis has indeed brought
unprecedented challenges to the world, but it has also
offered unprecedented opportunities for countries to
break new ground. I believe if we take a long-term perspective, remain courageous, cooperative, and innovative, we will be able to overwhelm the challenges, turn
the crisis into opportunities, and unlock a better future
for China and the United States, and for the human society. Thank you.
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