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Schiller Institute International Conference
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Will Humanity Prosper, or Perish? 
The Future Demands a 

‘Four-Power’ Summit Now

Megan Beets
Introductory Remarks

Note: We present here the edited transcripts of the third of three panels of the one-day Schiller Institute conference. 
The first two panels were presented in EIR Vol. 47, Nos. 27 & 28, June 26 and July 3, 2020. The videos of the con-
ference are available here.

PANEL 3
The Job of Youth

We are going to begin with a mu-
sical offering to set the tone for our 
discussion. You will hear My-Hoa 
Steger, who is a member and orga-
nizer of the Schiller Institute in San 
Francisco, California, performing 
Johann Sebastian Bach’s Prelude 
and Fugue in C-minor, from the 
Well-Tempered Clavier.

If we look back through history 
at moments of great revolutionary 
change, we see that most of them 
have been brought about either in 
part, or, on the whole, by youth 
movements: The Italian Renais-
sance, the American Revolution, the Apollo Moon-
landing. This is not by chance; there's a principle 
involved, a principle that Lyndon LaRouche recog-
nized going back to the very beginning of his own po-
litical activity in the 1960s and in the decades since. 
Young people do not just represent the future, they 
create it. They are not necessarily trapped by the old, 
failed axioms of the previous generations. To quote 

Percy Bysshe Shelley, “Young 
people resonate with the gigantic 
shadows which futurity casts upon 
the present.” 

Today is no different, and to-
day’s huge crisis requires the leader-
ship of youth—but youth who are 
qualifying themselves to lead this 
new paradigm of civilization. 

So, let me introduce our 
speakers on the panel tonight, 
and give you a sense of how this 
is going to work. We’ll hear first 
from the leader of the LaRouche 
Youth Movement, Helga Zepp-

LaRouche, followed by Daniel Burke, who is a lead-
ing organizer with the Schiller Institute, and is also 
currently a candidate for U.S. Senate in the state of 
New Jersey. 

We’ll then hear from a number of different people, 
including some of the people who are leading the effort 
to reach out to and educate young people in various 
parts of the world: Carolina Domínguez Cisneros in 
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Mexico and Chérine Sultan in France, and you’ll also 
hear from some of the young people who have been 
participating in an ongoing series of dialogues with 
Helga Zepp-LaRouche, and in making organizing in-
terventions in their own nations on behalf of the poli-
cies for a new paradigm. You’ll hear from José Vega in 
the United States; Sebastián Debernardi in Peru; Andrés 

Carpintero in Colombia; Daniel Dufreine Arévalo in 
Mexico. You’ll hear from Franklin Mireri from You-
Lead, in Tanzania; Areej Atef in Yemen; Sarah Fahim 
from Morocco, studying in Paris; and Lissie Brobjerg 
in the United States. 

We’ll then go to a dialogue, where you’ll hear more 
young voices who are part of this growing chorus. 

Lyndon H. LaRouche, Jr.
Building a Youth Movement to Save a Bankrupt Nation
Lyndon LaRouche is, among 

many other things, the founder of 
the LaRouche Youth Movement. 
This is an audio excerpt played 
during the Schiller Institute Inter-
national Conference, on June 27, 
2020, “Will Humanity Prosper, or 
Perish? The Future Demands a 
Four-Power Summit Now,” on 
Panel 3: “The Job of Youth,” of re-
marks delivered by Mr. LaRouche 
on February 1, 2003 to an East 
Coast Youth Movement cadre 
school in Pennsylvania and, simul-
taneously, by video-conference, to a 
West Coast youth cadre school. A transcript of his entire 
remarks, including the discussion session that followed, 
is available here.

Historically, only a certain kind of youth movement 
can change things.

Your generation, as well as those among your par-
ents’ generation, who are still alive and viable, are con-
fronted by the fact that your parents’ generation gave 
you a no-future world. There’s no way you can make a 
deal with this culture, which prevails today. No way. 
Because you can’t survive! This culture cannot deliver 
you the means to survive....

So, you know that. What are you going to do about 
it? You know that you don’t have a future unless you 
can change society. But you’re a generation which is 
not in a controlling position in policy-making of soci-
ety. So, what you do, is you go out like missionaries, 
and begin to organize the dead generation, your par-
ents’ generation, in society. And you see the impact you 

have when you go into these various 
places, like the campuses—go into 
places such as the state legislatures, 
or the Congress—you see the effect 
you have. The presence of four, five, 
or six of you, walking in, knowing 
what you’re talking about, which is 
more than most of these legislators 
can do, and others: You have an 
effect on them.

What happens then, is not magi-
cal, it’s principled. Whether people 
know it or not, the difference be-
tween man and a monkey, is the fact 
that the human species can do what 

no monkey can do, no ape can do, no Al Gore can do: 
Actually assimilate valid ideas of principle, and trans-
mit them to a next generation. That’s the difference be-
tween man and the ape. Man is capable of discovering 
universal physical principles by a method of discovery 
which is illustrated by Plato’s dialogues. Or illustrated 
by the case of Kepler, or illustrated by the case of Gauss, 
or the case of Leibniz. Man can do that—and transmit 
these discoveries, about what’s out there in terms of 
principles in the universe, and transmit this to new gen-
erations.

These discoveries, and their transmission, increase 
man’s power in the universe, per capita and per square 
kilometer. Therefore, the most important thing about 
man, is society. We all die. Everyone is going to die. 
The mortal life of everyone will come to an end. So, 
you’ve got a mortal life; what are you going to do with 
it?

How long it is, is not the most important thing. It’s 
what you go out of this life, leaving behind.
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