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norms that issue from the divinity. Confucian philoso-
phy is non-deistic and is subject only to norms that 
issue from society organized in the polis. On this ideo-
logical terrain, the differences between these two 
worlds can only be resolved through mutual respect for 
the other’s philosophy. With a possible added value for 
global governance that they both pursue. In this global-
ized world the majority of the most serious conflicts are 
related to different religions and the diverse way of un-
derstanding or practicing them. China can contribute to 
this global governance its philosophy of respect for the 
absolute sovereignty of the individual in society, as the 
ethical basis of all civilizations.

Politically, the differences are also great, between de-
mocracy and meritocracy, or between the various con-
cepts of human rights. But dialogue will always be the 
great instrument of rapprochement. There can be a great 
consensus on social and economic human rights, even a 

healthy competition to fulfill them better. For example, 
this year China met the goal of eradicating extreme pov-
erty. Regarding political rights, there is a great diver-
gence, but with a wide field open for dialogue, if any su-
periority complex and attempts to impose on the other 
one’s own way of understanding them is eliminated.

Economically, the differences are due, to a large 
extent, to prejudices or stereotypes. On the part of the 
United States, McCarthyite and visceral anti-communism 
still prevails to a large extent, ignoring the fact that China 
is an advanced capitalist society, with its own socialist 
structures and with very positive results. On the Chinese 
side, its rejection of economic neoliberalism does not ex-
clude the possibility of dialogue and discussion.

If the relationship between China and the United 
States is based on these philosophical principles, the 
risk of confrontation is eliminated. This is my thesis, 
and I look forward to discussing it with you. Thank you.

China’s Meritocracy-Based Democracy
by Helga Zepp-LaRouche

Mrs. LaRouche responded to a question about 
China from a conference participant from Chile during 
Panel 2 of the December 12-13 Schiller Institute Con-
ference.

Question: I had a discussion with my friends about 
how China successfully controlled the COVID-19 pan-
demic there. Some of my friends believe that China’s 
success is due to its authoritarianism, or because they say 
that people follow health regulations out of fear of the 
Chinese dictatorship. I tried to tell them that it is difficult 
to apply the concept of dictatorship to China, because it 
is a concept that makes sense in the West, and China has 
2,500 years of continuous Confucian civilization.

I also spoke to my friends about China’s success in 
pulling 800 million people out of poverty. These dis-
cussions always come up when I try to talk about China. 
How can China’s success in controlling the pandemic 
and defeating poverty be adequately explained, at the 
same time understanding that China has a political con-
trol system centralized in a single party?

Zepp-LaRouche: There is a complete misunder-
standing about parties. First of all, I don’t think parties 
as such are a good thing. George Washington, when he 
left office, warned that people should not give too much 

credence to the interests of the parties, because they 
would tend to lobby for specific interests, and not for the 
common good and the country. When my late husband 
had his 90th birthday, we had a beautiful outdoor party 
for him, and he made a speech where he called on people 
to outgrow the concept of party for very similar reasons.

I think the party system in China is not like the 
Western party system in which you have particular in-
terests—either that of industry or trade unions or fi-
nance capital or the like. In China they have a meritoc-
racy. This goes back, way, way back to the Chinese 
imperial system of examinations. When I was in Nan-
jing last year, I went to a beautiful museum about the 
imperial examinations. This is a long tradition in which 
people had to undergo an enormous battery of tests, and 
demonstrate moral qualifications, before entering a 
career in political life. For example, Xi Jinping was the 
Governor of three different provinces before he became 
a national leader. People in China have to qualify by 
their merits, and that is, I think, a much better system.

I find there is real democracy within their system. 
Given the proceedings of the present election, I would 
say there may be more democracy in China right now 
than in the United States. I know that this is a very con-
troversial statement, but I think it’s truthful.

Mr. Muñoz, who has joined us today, made a very 
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important point in another meeting we had a couple of 
months ago. He said that the first thing to recognize 
about China is that it has a very different culture than 
ours in Europe and the United States. This is not to say 
that we cannot communicate and have a good dialogue, 
but if you do not start to study the very different history, 
the different culture, the different poetry, painting, and 
especially philosophy and history, you won’t do justice 
to any country, and for sure not to China.

If you take that path, you learn something, and you 
learn something not only about China, but also about 
yourself. And you discover how good it is that the planet 
is full of different cultures, because each one contributes 
something to the universal richness of all of mankind.

The first thing to tell people is that they have to start 
to think that it’s like discovering a different planet. It’s 
like discovering a completely different language, a dif-
ferent geometry. If you want to enter poetry in another 
language, maybe the grammar is completely different. 
It’s very difficult to translate Chinese poems into Eng-
lish because the grammar is completely different. So 
therefore, you can’t apply the same means. These things 
are important.

It is almost in the genes of the Chinese people, in my 
view, that the common good is above the individual in-

terest. This goes back to Confucius, and it is really one 
of the biggest differences. People in the West some-
times think that’s a disadvantage, but frankly, in a crisis 
like this pandemic, you can see that people quite natu-
rally say, “OK, I wear a mask, because that is for the 
protection of my neighbor as well as protecting myself.”

It has never been an issue that this has to be dictated 
or imposed, because the people there recognize immedi-
ately that it makes sense. There are now scientific stud-
ies that say that the rate of infection of people wearing 
masks is something like 46% lower than for those who 
don’t wear a mask. So, that already makes the point that 
it is pretty stupid not to wear a mask. You put yourself at 
risk, and you certainly might suffer lasting effects if 
you’re unlucky and get infected with COVID-19.

Confucius argues that no family can have a lucky 
life if the state suffers. Now in Europe, in the United 
States, some would say, “Oh, I have my individualistic 
rights, and then I’ll care about the state much later.” But 
in a crisis like this, you can see that that system does not 
function as well as the other one.

So, I would say people should be a little bit curious, 
a little bit more humble. Be curious; try to find out—the 
world is so rich. If you have prejudices about every-
thing, you lose access to what you could find out.
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