NAGORNO-KARABAKH

Putin Brokers Agreement for Peace
Through Economic Development

by Dean Andromidas

Jan. 15—Meeting with Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyev and Armenian Premier Nikol Pashinyan, on Jan-
uary 11, Russian President Vladimir Putin brokered a
deal for peace through economic development that
aims to consolidate the gains achieved by a ceasefire
between Armenia and Azerbaijan over Nagorno-Kara-
bakh. After four hours of talks among the three leaders,
Putin told reporters:

We were able to come to an
agreement ... on the develop-
ment of the situation in the
region. [ mean concrete steps
to build economic ties and de-
velop infrastructure projects.
For this purpose, a working
group will be created which
will be headed by the vice-pre-
miers of three governments—
Azerbaijan, Armenia and
Russia. In the near future, they
will create working expert
sub-groups, [and] present con-
crete plans for the develop-
ment of transport infrastruc-
ture and the region’s economy.
I am confident that the implementation of these
agreements will benefit both the Armenian and
Azerbaijani people and, without any doubt, will
benefit the region as a whole.

Putin also said that the ceasefire agreement signed
November 10, 2020 is being fulfilled with Russian
peacekeepers carrying out their designated responsibil-
ities. With this deal and his brokering of the ceasefire,
Putin has put the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict on the
path to resolution, ending the three decades of a state of
war between Azerbaijan and Armenia.

18 A More Perfect Union

Economics or Politics First?

Nagorno-Karabakh, an enclave of ethnic Armenians
within Azerbaijan territory and sovereignty, has been a
point of conflict since Armenia militarily occupied the
enclave and the region between it and Armenia, almost
three decades ago. While Azerbaijan was able to recap-
ture the territory around Karabakh, and a small part of
Karabakh itself, the status of Karabakh remains to be
negotiated.
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Russian President Vladimir Putin (right) meets with President of Azerbaijan Ilham
Aliyev (left front) and Prime Minister of Armenia Nikol Pashinyan (left rear) at the
Kremlin, January 11, 2021.

While both sides refused to compromise in any
near-future time frame, Putin has taken a lesson from
the late statesman Lyndon LaRouche and has put for-
ward the prospect of broad economic development to
be implemented, keeping the current territorial status
quo, while negotiations continue. LaRouche had put
this perspective forward in the 1970s when he pro-
posed his Oasis Plan for the Middle East peace, and
again in 1993 (see the accompanying box on the Oslo
Accords), but the parties wanted a “political settle-
ment” before economic cooperation could begin in the
1970s and were thwarted in 1993. The non-economic
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