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the virus came. And instead of us providing more emer-
gency help to the limited infrastructure—send in the 
Marines, space out the conditions on the kill-lines, do 
anything you had to, it was not done. Instead, there was 
the order given that the packing plants should stay open 
as is. Dozens and dozens of meatpacking workers died; 
inspectors from the Agriculture Department died. The 
surrounding counties were hit hard. There had to be clo-
sures because it was so hideous. And millions of slaugh-
ter animals backed up, with nowhere to go. Mike Cal-
licrate has already described it. 

We shouldn’t have these situations. We shouldn’t 
have our doctors and nurses and healthcare and homec-
are workers put in this circumstance, or our food work-
ers, and people die. That gets back to how we need to 
fight for the emergency economic change, a new finan-
cial system. Getting rid of the speculative-based mon-
etarist system and this corporatist cartel system so we 
won’t have to face these situations that we’ve had of 
bias, and the death rate that shouldn’t be.

I see these initiatives of the Committee to do these 
pilot projects, like everything from the community 
health program in Ward 8 in Washington, or the initia-
tive to Africa, as part of the effort of making this funda-
mental change internationally.

Callicrate: Wow! That’s some heartbreaking dis-
cussion around the healthcare problem. And again, I 
just think we have a concentration issue of monopoly 
power problem, for-profit corporate decision-making 
that results in a lot of those sort of decisions. I just hope 
that we’re going to be able to develop policy that allows 
communities to rebuild, localizes economies, and re-
stores faith in ourselves to govern from that more local 
level for healthier communities. I would hope that we 
in the future can relieve the for-profit global corpora-

tions, Wall Street, hedge funds, and Bill Gates from 
making the critical decisions that affect our land use, 
our food, and our healthcare. I really appreciate being 
on the call today. I’ve learned a lot, and it’s great to 
think we can come together and come up with some-
thing far better than what we have. Thank you.

Robert Baker: I think the masses are looking for 
leadership, and I think the leaders are looking for a way 
to break out of this control mechanism, as Mike says, 
that’s created the narrative around the monopolies and 
this cartelization process that’s international. The idea 
of getting back to the family farm and all the science 
involved in actual food production, but also the commu-
nities and the way the social life used to be to develop 
the culture and that kind of thing. But you know, it also 
brings to mind the things these cartels are now pushing. 
For instance, this Global Reset is huge in agriculture. 
What we see is, in many different ways, they’re going to 
really try to sink their claws into more control….

We’ve even got companies now that are making ag-
riculture loans, and they determine the interest rate, 
lower the interest rate if it actually produces less food. 
One such company is called RePlant Capital. It is part-
nering with Danone, the mega dairy company out of 
France, which is one of the biggest in the world. I just 
read today that the CEO of that company just got re-
moved because some of the shareholders didn’t like the 
way they were promoting this anti-production policy. 

I mention that in terms of things that we need to 
share with more and more people, so they get a bigger 
understanding of the magnitude of what this carteliza-
tion is doing in order that we can unite and pull people 
together to put forward a policy for millions of new 
family farms and food producers, and take that concept 
and knowledge to the world.

Dr. Elders and Mrs. Zepp-LaRouche gave conclud-
ing remarks after the end of the fourth panel, “The 
Challenge of Famine and Pandemics—The Coinci-
dence of Opposites, or Mass Extinction,” of the Schiller 
Institute conference, “The World at a Crossroad—Two 
Months into the Biden Administration.”

Moderator: I see that Dr. Elders is back. We’re just 

taking any summary remarks or any observations that 
you’d like to give us.

Dr. Elders: I felt this has been a very excellent con-
ference, and it’s covered several areas, and several 
things we had to talk about. Obviously if you’re hungry, 
and don’t have adequate nutrition, there’s no way in the 
world to be healthy. We can talk about all the good doc-
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toring and talk about having community health work-
ers, and we can have the best scientists, the best every-
thing in the world—but if you don’t take care of 
nutrition, then there’s no way that you can keep people 
healthy. And I think that more and more, we have been 
made to think about and talk about the social determi-
nants of health. We’ve also got to talk about some of the 
social determinants of health, as well as all of the other 
factors that go to make up health.

We’re beginning to look at the mineral aspects of 
health. We’ve got to also look at all the other things that 
are going on, that go to make up a healthy world. We 
can train young people from the beginning, and we’ve 
got to change some of our attitudes. That’s a part of 
some of the problems we are having, and it starts early, 
and we can make a difference. I think that’s what we’ve 
heard some of today.

I really have enjoyed and felt that it was very good, 
what we heard from the farmers. Many of us certainly 
grew up on the farm: I worked from sunup to sundown, 
and I spent my whole life, trying to get out of the cotton 
patch. I was very pleased to make it out of the cotton 
patch. I think I’ve done some things that have made a 
difference, but I still feel that there are a lot of things 
that you can learn on the farm: A lot of things about 
working together, helping one another, helping other 
people, helping the community.

When I look and think about what this COVID virus 
has taught us. I think most of us came in with many and 
different kinds of ideas and unusual things that we were 
thinking about, looking at. But I think COVID has ex-
posed our weak underbelly, and has really given us, and 
made us aware that we need 20/20 vision.

We’ve got to have everybody, the whole world, in-
volved! We can’t get rid of this virus alone. No country 
can get rid of this virus alone, no cities, or state: We’re 
all involved. We’ve got to all work to make sure that we 
reach this important destination. And I think this con-
ference has helped some of us open our eyes, to really 
see that there are many people involved….

Just mentioning our churches, that’s helped in the 
distribution of vaccines! Certainly in many of our rural 
areas, even in many of our low-income city areas: Some 
of the big churches have gotten involved. And so, I 
think this has made us think about that.

We’ve all got to be involved. Our whole nation, and 
other nations, all over this world, have got to be in-
volved. And the only way we’re going to beat this virus, 
is to make sure it’s eradicated for everybody.

Thank you: I’ve enjoyed being a part of this confer-
ence.

Moderator: We thank you. One other thing I wanted 
to say was, that in an earlier incarnation, I would have 
said to you, figuratively at least, we are still trying to get 
this entire country out of the cotton patch! 

Dr. Elders: Well, we are! [laughter] 

Moderator: So, we’re at the end of our session and 
at the end of our conference, and so Helga, we’d like to 
hear what you’ve got to say to us all, and what we 
should be doing.

Helga Zepp-LaRouche: I was really reminded, in a 
certain shocking way, when you, Dr. [Khadijah] Lang 
were talking about these waivers and the triage—be-
cause this is something which is not by accident. If you 
look at what we published in the last 30, 40 years. 
Before the Schiller Institute, I had initiated the so-called 
“Club of Life,” which was to counter the idea that there 
are limits to growth, and that there is such a thing as 
unworthy life. There are these “health economists,” 
who have written books which say that in the last half-
year of somebody’s life, the medical costs are the high-
est, so therefore if you can reduce these costs, the med-
ical costs for the whole population goes down. So, these 
waivers and the so-called “holes in the system,” which 
become acute when you have a pandemic, that is not an 
accident. This has been going on for a very, very long 
time.

Today, in the other panel about Southwest Asia 
[Panel 3], this came up, because of the absolute negli-
gence in terms of what happens to the people in Yemen. 
There are 20 million people in Yemen who are food in-
secure; 400,000 children are immediately threatened 
with death. [World Food Program Executive Director] 
Dr. Beasley was in Yemen, and he said that he saw chil-
dren dying in front of his eyes, and he couldn’t do any-
thing about it because there was no material there, he 
could not do anything—that their skin looked like 
parchment, so thin, and they only weighed a few kilos, 
only a third of what they should weigh for their age.

This is known! It’s not a secret! And there is such an 
indifference, and that has a method. What came up in this 
discussion, was a reminder of the Nuremberg Tribunal, 
where Dr. Leo Alexander, who was the main medical 
advisor to the judges, said [that] the way how euthanasia 
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started was with only a very slight change, a slight shift 
in the way how people respected the sacredness of life. 
And that once you started, even in the slightest, to say 
that there is such a thing as “unworthy life” because 
somebody is sick, or somebody has dementia, or is a 
drug addict—that you start to go on the slippery slope, 
which ended up exactly where the Nazis ended up.

And I think that that is going on right now! I mean, 
sure, you can say there has to be triage because there are 
not enough ICU units, and not enough beds and so 
forth—but why do you think they are closing down 
hospitals, in the middle of the pandemic? Because that’s 
going on in Germany, right now! which does not make 
sense at all.

I think that one can—and that’s what I tried to say 
before—one cannot take what is happening in each 
field, like the medical field, or agriculture, out of the 
context that the world is run right now by Wall Street, 
by the City of London, by Silicon Valley, and that these 
people could not care less about human life. They are in 
only for their profit and the consolidation of their power.

Obviously, you have to take all of these factors into 
account, which should not discourage us. I think the 
work of this Committee is very valuable, and the only 
reason why one can hope that we will get out of this 
crisis, is because there are good people like you! All of 
you who spoke, are the kind of humanity which needs 
to be protected, and it’s only with good people like you 
that there is any hope to get mankind out of this crisis. 
So, I feel very much encouraged by what you have been 
saying, and I would like to make this work a little bit 
more, let’s say, outcome oriented; for example, what 
Mike Callicrate said about local commerce.

Teaching Videos to Be Made
I think what we need to do, is we need to produce a 

video, where you, Mike, basically develop this concept, 
maybe together with Marcia and Bob Baker: Why the 
cartels are doing what they’re doing, and why this is the 
death of the farm sector. The reason why the German 
farmers go into the streets with their tractors, and they 
get no support from the media. They go with tractor 
caravans of 500 tractors all the way to Berlin, they 
occupy the capital of Germany for a whole week, and 
they keep doing it, because they know they’re fighting 
for their existence, and once you destroy food—no 
farmers, no food: no food, no people. So, it’s an existen-
tial fight.

So, let’s make a video, where you, together with 

Marcia and Bob produce a video which I think will be 
extremely attractive for many people who are fighting 
the same issue.

The same I think on the question of community 
health education for young people. Because if you look 
at the four panels we had in this conference: We have 
people in Latin America, who are absolutely concerned 
about young people. And for whatever reason, I feel em-
barrassed to say this, but the people in Latin America 
right now are in a much more revolutionary spirit than 
the people of Europe, and it’s much easier to mobilize 
people than even in the United States, where people are 
not really mobilized in the way they should be.

The Schiller Institute has international connec-
tions. You saw in the panel about Southwest Asia that 
we have people on a minister level, people on the level 
of very important institutions, who all want to learn, 
like this idea of tele-education. What Hussein Askary 
is saying [is] that he is teaching economics via the In-
ternet. I think we can professionalize this teaching, 
much more. The discussion today has given me a whole 
bunch of new ideas of how that can be really made 
more effective.

I think we are coming out of this conference with—
on the one side, richness of knowledge about what are 
the problems, and a platform in which you can look at 
the problems in their totality. Because that is really 
what is needed. The oligarchy likes us to think in terms 
of segments, in terms of compartmentalization, and that 
way, we are manipulable. But once you start to take a 
different view, you can also communicate this knowl-
edge in a better way.

I want to thank all of you, and really, I think we have 
a very powerful message to go out with.

Moderator: Bob Baker, Dr. Walter Faggett, Dr. 
Shirley Evers-Manly, Dr. Khadijah Lang, Mike Cal-
licrate, Marcia Baker, Doctor and Surgeon General 
Joycelyn Elders—General Joycelyn Elders—and five-
star general Helga Zepp-LaRouche: I want to thank you 
all for being with us today. And I want to invite every-
body that heard this panel—and there are many people 
who are asking what they can do—just get in touch with 
the Schiller Institute. We have work to do, and you just 
heard about part of it.

On behalf of the Schiller Institute and all of the 
people who participated in the conference, we want to 
thank all of you for being involved, both today, and for 
what you’re about to be involved in, in the future. 


