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Mike Thompson

How Americans Are Herded into Green Energy by
Weaponized, Politicized, Monetized Science
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It’s a problem here in Kansas. We’ve got too much
Wind and Solar are Not the Answer
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be blowing steadily at 25 mph to produce a name-plate
capacity on a wind turbine.
So, say it’s a 2 megawatt wind turbine. The wind
would have to be blowing consistently, steadily for 24
hours [a day] to produce 2 megawatts of power. So, it
makes absolutely no sense to take away our coal
plants—and it’s undermining them from a cost standpoint as well—and putting it into these highly-subsidized, renewable energy sources that, if they weren’t
subsidized, could not stand on their own; they don’t
produce enough electricity to do so. There’s not the battery storage in place to be able to do so.
We have one nuclear plant in the state with the capacity to add a second reactor, but the cost and the regulation is so prohibitive—I talked to the utilities, and it’s
just not in the cards.
To complicate matters, we’re part of the Southwest
Power Pool, which is an 11-state region. As a regional
transmission organization—RTO—they could care less
whether we add more wind. They like it, because the
wind, because it’s so subsidized, comes online at a cost
that clears the market before our coal and our natural
gas plants and what few diesel plants we have can come
online and generate electricity. So, whenever the wind
is available, it’s undermining our baseload plants that
we rely on 24/7 for electricity.
It’s a very complex mess, and the more wind, the
more solar that we add to the mix, it’s going to turn
Kansas into a situation where we are unreliable during
Arctic outbreaks. You saw what happened in Texas
during the Arctic outbreak. Millions of people were
without power. The wind did not come through down
there; they had some plants that were not ramped up.
What happened here, we have excess capacity; our
peak summer load is about 50,000 MW. We have 90,000
MW of generating capacity. We should not have had
one single black-out in the state in February when we
had the Arctic outbreak of bitterly cold air. But we did
have rolling black-outs. And the Southwest Power
Pool, they have some questions to answer. Why, with
all this excess generating capacity, did we lose power?
The wind claims that they out-performed their expectations, which turned out to be somewhere around 1% in
the entire 11-state region. Well, that’s sort of like saying
the water boy out-performed really well, and that’s why
the Kansas City Chiefs won the football game. It just
doesn’t make a bit of sense.
So, that’s kind of the overview of the situation here
in Kansas, and what we’re fighting. Invenergy is a big
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wind company, and they plan on adding an additional
1,000 wind turbines to the state. We’ve already paid for
huge amounts of transmission lines in Kansas, and
we’ll pay for more. Most of that wind energy is sold
outside of the state, so we’re paying for the infrastructure, but we’re not getting any of the benefits; not that
there’s really that much benefit to begin with.
So, that’s going to be increasingly putting more of a
load on rate payers in Kansas. As we see this proliferate
throughout the Midwest in states like Nebraska, which
I know is going to be next on the list—they’re going to
try to add more wind up there, and Wyoming I know is
trying to fight this—you’re going to see more of these
same problems: less reliability, increased electrical rate
costs, and retirement of plants that we rely on. There’s
only 98 nuclear reactors, I think, in the United States
that are operational right now. I think there’s one under
construction, I think it may have been halted. So, nuclear, which is a wonderful source of electricity, is
being ignored.
What’s interesting in the polar vortex, the very cold
air that we had, part of the problem was our generating
plants did not have firm delivery contracts for natural gas
for a third of their supply. So, they were going out and
buying that on the market, and when that cold air hit, the
natural gas price spiked to, at some points, $625 per 1,000
cubic feet—MCF—of natural gas. Normally, it’s $1-2.
So, there were some people in Kansas who had
$100,000 gas bills or higher, just because there was no
reliability there. It’s a very complex problem that we’re
dealing with, and it’s being complicated because of the
renewables. If we didn’t have all this wind, if we didn’t
have all this solar, we’d be looking to our reliable sources
and firming them up and doing what we need to, to keep
them in good shape. But unfortunately, we’re not.
All you have to do is look to California. PG&E—
Pacific Gas and Electric—out there, because they’ve
gone so heavily into renewables, they can’t even afford
to do the maintenance on their transmission lines well
enough to serve the customers. That’s part of the reason
they have the issues with the wildfires over the recent
years. They weren’t able to clear the brush, the maintenance on the lines was a problem, and PG&E is bankrupt. That’s what we’re going to do here.
I think I saw this morning that Evergy was downgraded. I just glanced at an email. At any rate, we’ve got
a very messy problem here in Kansas; it’s kind of a microcosm of what we’re going to see across the country
as these renewables proliferate across America.
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