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This is the edited transcription of 
the presentation by Dr. Joycelyn 
Elders to Panel 2, “The Science of 
Physical Economy,” of the Schiller 
Institute’s Nov. 13-14 Conference, 
“All Moral Resources of Humanity 
Have To Be Called Up: Mankind 
Must Be the Immortal Species!” Dr. 
Elders is the former Surgeon Gen-
eral of the United States.

Good afternoon! Greetings to 
Helga and all of you assembled in-
ternationally for this conference of 
the Schiller Institute on the theme 
“All Moral Resources of Humanity Have to Be Called 
Up.”

Last year, as the pandemic was 
beginning, I was called on by 
Helga [Zepp-LaRouche] and 
others to help initiate the Commit-
tee for the Coincidence of Oppo-
sites to address not simply the 
COVID crisis, but the broader 
crisis of the lack of a full, modern 
health care system accessible to 
everyone in the U.S., and everyone 
worldwide. I and others in the 
Committee have emphasized that 
food, clean and safe water, elec-
tricity, decent housing, sanitation, 
roads, and other infrastructure are 

as much a part of good health care as hospitals, medi-
cal personnel, and medicine. 
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Dr. Joycelyn Elders

Dr. Joycelyn Elders

The Urgent Need for a World Health System— 
Not to Care Is Unforgiveable

This is the edited transcription 
of a video greeting received from 
Jhonny Estor, founder of Renaissance 
Haiti, delivered during Panel 2, “The 
Science of Physical Economy,” of the 
Schiller Institute’s Nov. 13-14 Con-
ference, “All Moral Resources of Hu-
manity Have To Be Called Up: Man-
kind Must Be the Immortal Species!” 

I am Jhonny Estor, founder of 
Renaissance Haiti, from the Carib-
bean nation of Haiti.

It is heartwarming to become an 
associate of the LaRouche move-
ment, whose objectives to champion 
the rights and needs of all people resonate with me per-
sonally and with the work of Renaissance Haiti.

My concern to rescue and develop Haiti, my home-
land, brings me into contact with you.

Perhaps, our Creator blessed me to have, at an early 
age, interest and to study the building of Europe’s rail-
roads, especially those of Russia. As an adult, I have 

drawn upon this knowledge in draft-
ing my reconstruction design for a 
modern Haiti.

Eighty percent of my people, in 
Haiti, depend on the informal econ-
omy, which has collapsed, for mak-
ing a living. They are without health 
care, without clean water, without 
modern power. The places and faces 
of millions of people set to perish un-
necessarily in Haiti, and many other 
nations, from disease, starvation, and 
neglect may seem strange, very far 
away, and unreal to many of you. 
Imagine what would you do, if these 

were your children, if these were loved ones of yours?
This situation is very, very real and entirely unnec-

essary.
I think the reconstruction plans of the Schiller Insti-

tute and Renaissance Haiti go hand in hand.
I look forward to an opportunity to elaborate more 

on this in the near future. Thank you.

Jhonny Estor

Greetings to the Schiller Institute and Distinguished Guests

Schiller Institute
Jhonny Estor
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Without measures to ensure all of these parameters, 
it would be difficult to stop this virus, and impossible to 
stop future variants or new and potentially even more 
deadly pandemics.

We have passed the grim milestone of over five 
million deaths worldwide from COVID. This figure 
is undoubtedly higher, since many deaths in parts of 
the world may not have been reported. New cases of 
COVID are now skyrocketing in parts of Europe. The 
U.S. is far from out of the woods, with the recent aver-
age of 70,000 new cases daily, and over 1,000 deaths 
per day.

At the same time, we’re still seeing hospitals 
around the country closed or reduced. This is fre-
quently happening in already under-served communi-
ties, thereby increasing, rather than lessening health 
care disparities, especially in poor and minority com-
munities. We have a critical shortage of nurses and 
other medical personnel.

These matters can no longer be pushed aside. We 
need a full-scale commitment to expand training, espe-
cially of young people, in medical and related fields. 
I’ve long advocated the training and utilization of 
youth with our community health workers to aid in 
immediate public health actions, as well as stepping 
stones to more advanced instruction. This model has 
been implemented with good results by Dr. Walter 
Faggett and others in Washington, DC. 

At the same time, we must not lose sight of the 
world situation. The horrific humanitarian crises today, 
especially in countries like Afghanistan and Haiti, cry 
out for our intervention. Recently, my colleague and 
successor as U.S. Surgeon General, Dr. David Satcher 
and I responded to Helga LaRouche’s statement re-
garding the needed approach to the dire health and hu-
manitarian crisis facing Afghanistan, Haiti, and many 
other nations around the world. I stated, “We would 
speak about the need for basic necessities for life, such 
as health care, food, water that is the same for people 
everywhere, regardless of where you are, or what type 
of government you have.” The COVID pandemic is 
exasperating the crisis in previously poor, food- and 
health-deprived countries. 

It is clear that the only way this will be defeated is 
with a modern health care system in every nation. The 
Committee for the Coincidence of Opposites has em-

phasized the need for comprehensive, not piecemeal, 
solutions. Now is the time for us to end confrontation 
and engage in cooperation to address the basic needs 
of humanity. 

I would like to conclude with just a few words on 
the progress of the Committee for the Coincidence of 
Opposites.

Over the past 16 months, Committee members and 
collaborators have grown internationally to include 
physicians, farm leaders, scholars, engineers, religious 
and civil rights leaders, retired military experts, and 
concerned people in all fields in many countries. Many 
are participating in the public dialogue, such as this 
conference today, and informally in private discussions 
or initiatives. I already mentioned the Washington, DC 
initiative, which can serve as a model for youth involve-
ment in public health measures around the world.

The Committee has also been involved in an ini-
tiative to provide assistance to the sick and famine-
stricken population of Mozambique. This initiative has 
been spearheaded by Dr. Khadijah Lang. She serves as 
the chair of the International Affairs Committee of the 
National Medical Association (NMA), and the Golden 
State Medical Association—the California branch of 
the NMA. The NMA is the largest and oldest mem-
bership association of black physicians in the United 
States. This initiative was motivated by the glaring 
lack of anti-pandemic action, and the failure to address 
the famine crisis in Africa, and other points of need by 
economically capable major nations.

This coming week, the Committee will be send-
ing a shipment of medicine, medical supplies, water 
purification tablets, and high-protein biscuits to Mo-
zambique. We’re also working directly with the World 
Food Program office in Mozambique to purchase and 
distribute food in northern Mozambique. 

While these are modest efforts, I think this dem-
onstrates how we can approach this crisis and inspire 
large-scale government action and changes in policy 
which are urgently needed. Moral indifference to this 
plight of our fellow human beings must be overcome. 
If we all work together, I’m sure we can do it. There’s 
an old Ebo saying: “Not to know is bad. Not to want to 
know is worse. Not to hope is unthinkable, but not to 
care is unforgivable.” We must care. I’m sure we can 
do it. We must get the job done. Thank you.


