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1980s, on the eve of the fall of the Berlin Wall, instability 
and chaos organized in Africa, materialized in 71 
successful military coups among 118 attempted coups 
d’état.

Since the return of multiparty politics, although 
military coups have decreased, we have nevertheless 
witnessed a new category of civilian coups: violation 
and manipulation of the constitutions in order to retain 
state power; rigging of elections through the control of 
the commissions in charge of organizing elections, etc.

To the question: What can Africa expect from the 
rest of the world?

Africa expects the West to stop with its ambiguities 
and hypocrisy. In reality, Western geopolitical traditions 
have certainly mutated in many respects, but their 
structure remains the same.

The geopolitics of the sea (England, United States, 
Japan), the continental geopolitics (Germany), the 
geo politics of the fortress (Russia), the geopolitics of 
defeat (France, Italy) have undergone an aggiornamento 
with regard to the different revolutions that have taken 
place over time, but they need vital spaces in order to 
continue to maintain positions of power in the concert 
of nations.

For without the double revolution of the atom and 
the missile, the Russo-Ukrainian war would set the 
whole of Europe ablaze and drag the whole world with 
it, as the West knows how to do.

That is why we reiterate this call for an end to 

Western hypocrisy. The West must abandon geopolitics 
in order to get rid of harmful power complexes.

Africans know that nobody will free them from this 
long servitude imposed by Western imperialism, 
through African kingpins.

The liberation of Africa will be the result of the 
insurrection of consciences that is winning every day 
the African Youth, through Pan-Africanism.

Because, for us, peace in the world cannot be 
attained without reaffirming control and taking over the 
African zones of influence which feed the ambitions of 
the extra-African powers. Pan-Africanism proposes to 
deprive any ambitious power of African resources in 
order to use them exclusively for the well-being of 
African populations.

By creating the United States of Africa, Africa will 
no longer be a prey to extra-African powers.

By reunifying the African continent, Pan-Africanism 
allows Africans, in all sovereignty, to achieve their 
Renaissance by rethinking the problem of borders in a 
peaceful and reconciled framework.

However, in these worrying times, Pan-Africanism 
remains faithful to the spirit of Bandung or Afro-
Asianism, expressed in 1955, where in order to counter 
the axis of power from Washington to Moscow, another 
axis was traced from Accra to Jakarta, based on non-
violence and non-alignment!

Umoja Ni Nguvu [Unity is Power]
Thank you very much!
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I would like to thank the Schiller 
Institute for inviting me to join this 
very important web conference. I 
would like to thank Helga Zepp-La-
Rouche and all the other speakers who have come to-
gether today. Many different perspectives and many 

different parts of the world repre-
sented here on this panel; so many 
important voices. I’m really glad to 
be here representing the Center for 
Political Innovation today. 

The economic crisis facing the 
United States is very serious. One 
thing that you will see that is greatly, 
heavily affecting working families 
throughout this country is the rising 
cost of fuel. If you go to a gas station 
anywhere in middle America, in 
Ohio where I was born, in 
Pennsylvania, in Texas, in Alabama, 

in Colorado, you wait outside of the gas station, you’ll 
see one thing. Usually, you’ll see a mother with children 
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in the back seat of the car, and she’ll pull up to that gas 
station, and she will get out of her car, and she will take 
the gas pump out and she’ll put, very carefully, just $10 
worth of gasoline into her car. She won’t fill up the tank; 
she’ll just be very careful to stick the gas pump into the 
tank, and just very carefully put $10 worth of gasoline 
into her car.

Why is she doing that? You can’t go very far on $10 
worth of gasoline. But it’s enough to get the kids to 
school; it’s enough to get to the grocery store and buy 
food; it’s enough to get to work for one more day.

Working families across the United States are 
struggling, and Joe Biden seems to say this is our 
patriotic duty; we just have to endure this. This is the 
cost of being supportive of Ukraine and fighting against 
Russia. But there are millions of Americans who don’t 
buy it, and millions of Americans who are sick and tired 
of seeing big banks and big oil companies and big Wall 
Street monopolists enrich themselves while the country 
gets poorer and poorer and poorer. 

But I want to contrast that example of what you’re 
seeing all across America, with what’s going on in 
Eurasia. A few years ago, I had the ability in 2017 to go 
to Sochi, Russia, to what they call the Valdai Discussion 
Club. This is a think tank that’s run by the Russian 
government. I got to hear a number of key voices speak. 
Among those I heard at the Valdai Discussion Club was 
Asle Toje of the Norwegian Nobel Institute. In his 
remarks, Asle Toje talked about how in Eurasia and in 
Russia, and in China, and in the Central Asian countries, 
and in Pakistan, this is a golden era. High-speed railway 
is being laid; access to electricity is being brought to 
remote regions; people are being lifted up from poverty; 
new opportunities are being created. 

Americans have been shielded and prevented from 
being aware of the huge amount of economic growth 
and opportunity and construction that is taking place in 
Eurasia. It has been just completely covered up, and 
people don’t know about it. I think part of the reason 
that U.S. media has worked so hard to conceal the 
economic miracles that are happening on the other side 
of the planet from us, is because it’s just common sense.

When you see so much construction and so much 
growth, what the BRI, the Belt and Road Initiative, is 
doing; what Russia is doing with the Eurasian Economic 
Union; what’s happening with the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor—when you see that, it’s just 
common sense that as the economy in the United States 
is getting worse, that rather than having a hostile attitude 
toward Russia, and a hostile attitude toward China, we 

should be cooperating with them.
If we want conditions in the United States to 

improve, we should start doing business with them, and 
we should start trying to figure out how we can get 
some of that growth to come over here. And how we 
can cooperate and have joint ventures. How Russian 
companies and Chinese companies can team up with 
American companies to make life better in the heartland 
where our roads are crumbling and where the water 
treatment facilities are falling apart, and the power 
plants are in shambles. It would just be common sense 
to have Russia, China, and the United States working 
together to build a whole new country.

About the Center for Political Innovation
I’m coming here as a representative of the Center 

for Political Innovation, and I want to let you know 
about the Center for Political Innovation. We are a 
think-tank; we are not a new political party or a new 
political formation. We are simply an entity of people 
rooted in socialist and Marxist and historical and 
dialectical materialist world views, who are trying to 
develop policy solutions and carry out political 
education in the United States. We begin each of our 
conferences with the following pledge:

The CPI Pledge of Unity
We pledge that we shall remember this unity 

forged at the end of the Second World War, not 
only today, not only this week, this year, but 
always. Until we have built the world we have 
dreamed of and fought for, we pledge ourselves 
to build the unity of the people of the world; all 
races, all colors, all nationalities, all beliefs. To 
eliminate all traces of fascism from the Earth; to 
build a deep and sincere international friendship 
among the people of the world. To keep a just, 
lasting peace; to eliminate want, frustration, and 
enforced idleness. We have come to confirm the 
unity of all people; to salute our comrades who 
have died; and to pledge our word that skillful 
hands, keen brains, and bold enthusiasm shall 
nevermore be wasted in war.

That is the CPI—Center for Political Innovation—
Pledge of Unity. We got it, we adjusted it, adapted it from 
the pledge of the World Democratic Youth Federation. In 
the aftermath of the Second World War, the Soviet Union 
convened the World Democratic Youth Federation, and 
brought together young people from all across the planet 
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to come together and pledge to build peace in the world, 
to oppose fascism, to oppose imperialism and war, to 
fight for economic development. That is a form of left-
wing politics that has been largely obscured.

At the Center for Political Innovation, we do a lot to 
talk about Henry Wallace and his great Presidential 
campaign in 1948, standing against McCarthyism. We 
talk about William Z. Foster and his optimistic vision of 
the new Europe coming out of the Second World War, 
and the hope that countries could come together. We 
talk about the heroism of those who stood up against 
McCarthyism; Ideas They Cannot Jail, by Eugene 
Dennis, and others. This is the kind of socialist politics 
that’s largely missing from U.S. political discourse. 

Leftism in the United States has become tainted 
with pessimism, hopelessness, destruction, culture 
wars, and vengeful politics. One example is, there’s a 
socialist group in the United States that claims to be a 
Maoist organization, that claims to support the Chinese 
Communist Party. They’re called the Freedom Road 
Socialist Organization. And while the country is facing 
the economic crisis that’s devastating middle America, 
and while we have this danger of war on the horizon, 
what are they focussing on? Well, their activism right 
now is focussed on trying to get Republicans banned 
from student governments in universities in Texas. 
They are focussed on trying to purge Republicans from 
student governments.

This is a ridiculous distortion of the politics of so 
many heroic individuals like Eugene Debs and Gus 
Hall; those who laid the basis with the Civil Rights 
Congress; Paul Robeson; William L. Patterson, and so 
many others. This destructive, cancel-culture leftism is 
a complete distortion of what so many people who 
believed in socialism, believed in Marxism, and had an 
optimistic outlook stood for.

It’s in that light that I want to thank the Schiller 
Institute for convening great conferences like this. I 
want to thank The LaRouche Organization for what 
they have done. And even though we have a different 
world view and we’re coming at things from a different 
perspective, I must say that your organization has been 
a great source of inspiration.

I actually wanted to hold this up [holds up a book]. I 
was very excited when I got my copy of the Collected 
Works of Lyndon LaRouche. I was very excited to get 
my hands on it, but I was a little bit disappointed, 
because when I opened to the Table of Contents, I 
discovered that I already owned every book and every 
text that was reprinted in it!

You can be sure that the experience of the Schiller 
Institute and of The LaRouche Organization, and the 
history of the National Caucus of Labor Committees, 
and the organizing that was done in times past and 
continues to go on by the Schiller Institute and The 
LaRouche Organization, is definitely a source of 
inspiration for the work that we are doing. We are 
definitely learning from so much of the great work that 
has been done by your organization over the years, and 
we appreciate the ability to cooperate on things we 
agree on. Like rebuilding the country with infrastructure; 
like building understanding and international friendship 
and cooperation with Russia and China; like opposing 
the drive for war and political repression.

‘We Fight for the Millions, not the Millionaires’
I really am hopeful, that despite all the pessimism, 

and despite all the distortions we’re currently seeing in 
U.S. politics, that something optimistic can break 
through. There are many people in the United States 
who don’t buy what Joe Biden is saying; don’t buy the 
de-growth agenda that speaks in the name of socialism 
and leftism. And instead would like to challenge the 
powers that be, and fight for economic growth and 
construction in this age of darkness and pessimism, and 
look to Eurasia for inspiration. 

There was a friend of mine who was a German anti-
imperialist activist, and he told me about how back in the 
1980s, he used to see campaign posters for organizations 
aligned with Lyndon LaRouche and the Schiller Institute 
in Germany. They would have images of railways and 
trains across Russia and China going into Europe. They 
looked at these posters and they thought, “This is crazy 
science fiction! This is delusional.” Now, he looked back 
on that, and realizes just how right and how much of a 
visionary Lyndon LaRouche was—that he really did 
understand the way the world was moving.

In one of his books—I believe it’s Earth’s Next Fifty 
Years—he talked about the Eurasian future for the planet. 
And that in the writing of Lyndon LaRouche, there was a 
huge amount of deep understanding of how the world 
works, of what motivates people, and where the world is 
going. There’s plenty that can be learned from it.

It’s very clear that the reason Lyndon LaRouche was 
put in jail was not for any crime he committed, but 
because he stood up to the forces of destruction and 
pessimism. That’s why he was put in prison. Exonerating 
Lyndon LaRouche and making clear he was not guilty 
of the crimes of which he was convicted is something 
that should happen.
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All political prisoners should be freed in the United 
States. Instead of jailing political activists and instead of 
keeping political activists from the Black liberation 
movement or the Native American struggle, like Leonard 
Pelletier, in jail, we should begin investigating the 
crimes of American intelligence agencies and the crimes 
of the FBI and the COINTELPRO program; what 
they’ve done to progressives throughout U.S. history.

I want to just end by going back to what I started 
with—that image of those children in the back seat of 
the car, where the mother is putting just $10 worth of gas 
in the tank of her car. And I want to remind people, that 

that’s who we’re fighting for. We fight for the millions, 
not the millionaires. We fight for a United States where 
working families can have justice, and can be seen as an 
asset. And all people are given a place, and an economy 
that marches ahead and builds a whole new world. We’re 
fighting for a society where human beings aren’t viewed 
as animals or economic calculations, but rather as 
creatures with great creative potential to build a new 
world and create great discoveries and innovations.

So, I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart 
for this invitation, and I look forward to the discussion 
at the conclusion of hearing from the other speakers.
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Hello, this is Mike Callicrate 
from Colorado Springs, Colorado. I 
want to thank the Schiller Institute 
and Helga for this opportunity today 
to present on this panel. 

I think we need to look at possibilities that are avail-
able to us in addressing this highly concentrated global-
ized food system that is leaving a whole lot of people 
hungry in the world, and farmers, ranchers, and 
food producers included.

At Ranch Foods Direct where I spend my 
time every day—along with Callicrate Cattle 
Company in St. Francis, Kansas—we have been 
working on building a more resilient and sus-
tainable food system for about 22 years.

But I think it’s important to talk about why 
we have looked at this building of an alternative 
food system. We’ve always believed that con-
centration of power and wealth is one of the 
greatest threats to human civilization throughout 
history. And President James Madison said,

Concentrated wealth will de-
stroy our nation unless the laws 
change. The day will come when 
our republic will be an impossi-
bility because wealth will be 
concentrated in the hands of a 
few. When that day comes, we 
must rely upon the wisdom of the 
best elements in the country to 
readjust the laws of the nation.

I think that is where we are today.
The United States Department of 

Agriculture has inscribed in stone 
above the main portico of the building—the USDA was 
formed in the 1860s under President Lincoln—but in-
scribed in stone is the quote, “The husbandman that la-
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