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I. Strategic

Ukraine Labels Schiller Institute 
Leaders and Others as ‘War Criminals’

I Respond to Ukrainian Enemies List
by Helga Zepp-LaRouche

July 27—The Ukrainian so-
called “Center for Countering 
Disinformation,” which is listed 
as being part of Ukraine’s Na-
tional Security and Defense 
Council, has released a list of 78 
individuals—the first 30 were 
all speakers at conferences of 
the Schiller Institute—whom it 
accuses of having promoted 
“Russian propaganda.” While 
the Center was created in 2021, 
with the idea of becoming a 
“vital hub of counter-disinfor-
mation strategy and resources 
not just domestically, but inter-
nationally,” it had “been brew-
ing since 2014,” according to a 
briefing by Andriy Yermak, Head of the Office of the 
President of Ukraine for President Zelensky.

That interestingly places it in the immediate context 
of the Western-backed Maidan Coup, the prehistory for 
which Victoria Nuland claimed the U.S. had spent $5 
billion dollars. So the idea of creating such a hub to 

control the narrative about the 
circumstances of that coup, 
seems to be a continuity of the 
policy of Nuland, of “Fuck the 
EU” fame.

The effort to control this 
narrative has become full of 
holes however, since another 
such outfit, namely the U.S. blog 
called PropOrNot, which was 
among the first to propagate the 
story of the Ukrainian Center, 
was the main loudspeaker for the 
Russiagate scandal against 
President Trump in 2016, which 
has since been completely 
discredited as a hoax cooked up 
by a gang of British intelligence 

and Clinton campaign operatives.
Otherwise, the poor authors of the Center seem to 

suffer from the syndrome of belief in conspiracy 
theories, since they assume that such a wide array of 
speakers representing top institutions from around the 
globe are all Putin agents and can’t think for themselves. 

July 31—Although the Nazi-like blacklist published by 
Ukraine’s Center for Countering Disinformation (CCD) 
on July 14, fingering 78 prominent international indi-
viduals as purveyors of alleged “Russian propaganda,” 
has received wide coverage in western news outlets, in-
cluding leading corporate media, all the coverage, with 
the single exception of that of Executive Intelligence 
Review, has left out the most important truths behind 

this despicable attack by the U.S., UK and NATO 
funded operation in Ukraine: first, that the primary 
target is the Schiller Institute, given that the first thirty 
names on the list were speakers at Schiller Institute 
conferences in 2022, with Helga Zepp-LaRouche, the 
founder of the Schiller Institute, appearing prominently 
on the list; and, secondly, that on the same day the list 
was released, the acting head of the CCD, Andriy 
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Shapovalov, in an address to a round table on counter-
ing disinformation, said that those on the list were “in-
formation terrorists,” and that “Information terrorists 
should know that they will have to answer to the law as 
war criminals.” The roundtable was organized in part 
by the U.S. Civilian Research and Development Foun-
dation with the support of the U.S. State Department.

The Danger to Those Targetted
This is not only a threat to the safety and even the 

lives of those placed on the list, it also opens the door 
for the British and U.S. governments and their human 
rights mafia to bring the International Criminal Court 
and other imperial legal institutions to bear. 

Scott Ritter, the outspoken former Marine Corps in-
telligence officer and UN weapons inspector, who also 
appeared on the CCD list, wrote an open letter to his 
Congressional representatives (U.S. Senators Chuck 
Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand, and Congressman Paul 
Tonko), demanding that they “take the appropriate 
action necessary to ensure that funds appropriated by 
the United States Congress are not used to suppress the 
free speech rights afforded to citizens of the United 
States, including myself, by the First Amendment of the 
United States Constitution.” Ritter notes that all three of 
them had supported H.R. 7691, “The Additional Sup-
plemental Appropriations Act of 2022,” which provides 
funding for the Ukrainian government and its Center for 
Countering Disinformation that has targeted him.

Ritter writes: “As a constituent whose name has ap-
peared on a so-called ‘blacklist’ published by the Ukrai-
nian Center for Countering Disinformation, my per-
sonal and professional life has been, and continues to be, 
detrimentally impacted by the chilling effect of being 
labeled a ‘Russian propagandist’ for simply exercising 
the right to free speech guaranteed by the United States 
Constitution. Moreover, Ukraine has a history of con-
verting ‘blacklists’ of this nature into ‘kill lists,’ where 
those who speak out against the policies of the Ukrai-
nian government are being murdered or threatened with 
violence. I am certain you agree with me that Congress 
cannot be in a position where, through its actions, for-
eign governments are provided the means to intimidate 
citizens of the United States from exercising their Con-
stitutionally protected rights regarding free speech.”

Even more threatening to U.S. law and the rights of 
its citizens is the fact that Diane Sare, officially on the 
ballot as a LaRouche candidate for the U.S. Senate seat 
in New York State now held by Chuck Schumer, is also 
targeted on the Ukraine hit list. Thus Schumer is openly 

supporting the funding of a foreign organization which 
is dangerously targeting his opponent in an extremely 
important political election in the United States—an in-
terference in the American electoral process that puts to 
shame Schumer’s discredited claim of Russian interfer-
ence in U.S. elections. 

In a personal response issued by Sare on July 31, she 
states: “I would like to underscore what Scott Ritter has 
said, and ask the additional question of Senate Majority 
Leader Schumer, ‘Is it your intent to silence my voice in 
an indirect, but menacing fashion, by voting to fund 
Ukrainian civil servants who have stated that I should 
be arrested for war crimes?’ ” 

According to the CCD, the July 14 conference was 
“supported”—that is, funded—by the State Department, 
while the Ukrainian office of the U.S.-headquartered Ci-
vilian Research and Development Foundation (CRDF 
Global) was responsible for organizing the event, along 
with several Ukrainian outfits. Funders of CRDF Global, 
a public-private organization “founded in 1995 in re-
sponse to the collapse of the Soviet Union,” include the 
State Department, State’s Bureau of Educational and 
Cul tural Affairs, the Defense Department and its Defense 
Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA), and the UK govern-
ment and its Counter Proliferation and Arms Control 
Centre. CRDF Global, led and staffed primarily by peo-
ple with long careers in the U.S. MICIMATT (Military-
Industrial-Congressional-Intelligence-Media-Academia-
Think-Tank complex), has “Countering Disinfor ma  tion 
and Cyber Security” as one of its “strategic areas,” along 
with nuclear proliferation, bioweapons lab operations, 
and a few other areas. CRDF Global’s Eastern Europe 
and Eurasia Hub has operated out of Kiev since 1997.

In April 2022, U.S. Department of State Senior As-
sistance Coordinator for Ukrainian Affairs David Sch-
laefer played a leading role in a meeting of the “national 
cybersecurity cluster” held by the National Cybersecu-
rity Coordinating Center of Ukraine’s National Secu-
rity and Defense Council, with support from CRDF 
Global and the U.S. State Department Office of the Co-
ordinator for Assistance to Europe and Eurasia, accord-
ing to  CRDF Global. 

Thus, the State Department “knew or should have 
known” of the threats issued at the event they spon-
sored. The question arises: Were any State Department 
officials involved in drawing up the hit list and encour-
aging its publication? It is clear that, should anything 
happen to any of the 78 people included on the Ukrai-
nian hit list, the U.S. State Department could be held 
co-responsible for that harm.
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