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where we come from and do not want the work of 
generations to be simply squandered. And [yet] we 
are throwing ourselves head over heels into American 
hands.

We should take the war in Ukraine as an opportun-
ity to rethink everything that has gone wrong in the 
entire world in recent decades. Especially as former 
citizens of the G.D.R. [East Germany], we saw the 
many possibilities of a cooperative, partnership-based 
order after 1989. It might even have been possible at 
that time to arrive at a joint new conception of a civil-
ization and economic model and to approach Russia. 
After all, Germany owes its reunification primarily to 
the Soviet Union.

Of all four victorious powers, it was above all the 
Soviet Union that repeatedly raised the possibility of 
German reunification in 1989. France and Great Brit-
ain rejected these proposals outright. For the Amer-
icans, too, reunification was only an option on the con-

dition that a unified Germany would become part of 
NATO. The Russians accommodated the Americans, 
renounced their goal of a neutral Germany, and thus 
made reunification possible. What the U.S. made of it, 
we, as craftsmen, view with embarrassment.

Nothing would be more urgent than to prepare a 
caesura that would return Europe to its 1989 goals and 
have all European countries withdraw from NATO.

The Eurasian continent is the heart of the world. It 
is home to two-thirds of the world’s mineral resources 
and two-thirds of the world’s population. To find and 
build that again, is now our task—which the U.S.A. 
wants to prevent. That is why I call upon the craftsmen 
of all five continents to join the movement “Craftsmen 
for Peace,” to become a big part of the “Movement of 
World Citizens,” because that is the only way to stop 
the chaos.

With artisan greetings, your Chief Master Crafts-
man, Karl Krökel. Until next time.

This is the edited transcript of the 
pre-recorded presentation by Sister 
Ortrud Fürst delivered to Panel 1, 
“Stopping the Doomsday Clock—The 
Common Good of the One Human-
ity,” of the Schiller Institute’s Nov. 22 
conference, “For World Peace—Stop 
the Danger of Nuclear War: Third 
Seminar of Political and Social Lead-
ers of the World.”

Ortrud Fürst is a Sister of the 
Dominican Missionary Sisters of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. She spoke in 
German, with English translation 
provided. The full proceedings of the 
conference are available at the Schiller Institute website.

I am Sister Ortrud Fürst. I come from Aalen in the 
German state of Württemberg. I joined the Dominican 
Missionary Sisters in Schlehdorf in 1963. Originally, I 
wanted to go to South Africa to the mission, but an ill-
ness held me back, and besides, I was needed in the 
administration, because I came from the administrative 
side. Later I was called to Munich to work with the 
homeless, first in a women’s house that we founded, 

and later in a house for men and 
women.

It could be, after all, that the 
governments of all countries are 
concerned with humanity, mindful-
ness, justice, and truth; that swords 
will be turned into plowshares and 
that all nuclear weapons on Earth 
are disposed of; that the longing of 
so many people for liberation, love 
and peace finds fulfillment; that all 
enemy images must die; and that all 
the religions respect each other as 
sisters and brothers.

It could be, after all, that the 
people on our Earth may experience how beautiful it 
is to share with each other and to take care of Your 
creation. Then we will experience that You, living God, 
are very close to us, all the days of our lives until the 
great encounter with You. It could be that this is true.

Thoughts on the Present World Situation
On that subject, many competent and also war-ex-

perienced politicians, military officers, scientists, and 
peace researchers have already taken a stand. They 
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are very worried about the threatening escalation of 
warfare, especially now in the proxy war in Ukraine 
between the USA-NATO, and Russia, and see an ap-
proaching further world war, even a nuclear war, loom-
ing on the horizon.

There have been several mediation efforts of the 
conflict parties in different places of the world, which 
always contained negotiable results for a pacifica-
tion of the war and gave hope—especially the Minsk 
Agreements. But then, everything suddenly collapsed 
again. The reasons for that became clear only later, af-
ter documents and statements became known, which 
showed that already before the negotiations there 
would not be any agreement, or that suddenly acts of 
sabotage were attributed to each other.

It is well known that truth dies first in a war, and 
propaganda flourishes. This game has been tried so 
often that we see through it more rapidly today than in 
earlier decades thanks to some media, which are com-
mitted to the truth and at least to some kind of reality.

It is downright scandalous that vast sums of 
money can suddenly be spent for warfare, although 
the poverty of many peoples and nations of the 
world cries out to Heaven, while these nations are 
exploited and kept down by the so-called powerful 
states in several respects. Also, in Europe, poverty 
is spreading rapidly, often due to political measures: 
the middle-class fights for its survival; likewise also 

larger enterprises, not to mention small enterprises 
which disappear almost silently. Especially the Ger-
man, but also the other European economies are the 
focus of attack, which is to be damaged among other 
things by being led into an energy shortage and thus 
led to ruin.

Given this anti-human and anti-ethnic approach, 
the “Golden Rule of the world religions” came to my 
mind, which is expressed in the following peaceful 
thoughts:

The “Golden Rule” in Christianity: All things what-
soever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even 
so to them. (Matthew 7.12; Luke 6.31)

In Judaism: Do not do to others what you do not 
want them to do to you. Rabbi Hillel.

In Buddhism: A state that is not pleasant or pleasing 
to me, neither shall it be to him. Samyutta Nikaya.

Chinese religion: What you do not wish for your-
self, do not do to other people. Confucius.

Islam: None of you is a believer unless he wishes 
for his brother what he wishes for himself. Sayings of 
Mohammad.

All spiritual beings from all these religions and 
beyond who are concerned with the creation, and all 
people who look with gratitude at this wonderful Earth 
of ours and rejoice in it, are invited to bring about what 
is possible for them, so that this wonderful world of 
creation may continue to exist for the joy of mankind.

This is the edited transcript of 
the presentation delivered by An-
dreas Uhlig to Panel 1, “Stopping 
the Doomsday Clock—The Common 
Good of the One Humanity,” of the 
Schiller Institute’s Nov. 22 confer-
ence, “For World Peace—Stop the 
Danger of Nuclear War: Third Sem-
inar of Political and Social Leaders 
of the World.”

Dr. Uhlig is a retired company 
managing director. He began to build 
an alliance of organizations and cit-
izens in the German city of Dresden, 
to stop the war in Ukraine and the 
policy of confrontation. The alliance he has founded 

bears the name “Citizens’ Initia-
tive Peace Negotiations NOW.” He 
spoke in German, with simultan-
eous English translation and closed 
captions. The full proceedings of 
the conference are available at the 
Schiller Institute website.

Good morning and good after-
noon, dear friends! My name is An-
dreas Uhlig. I am a co-organizer of 
a peace group in Dresden. Our 
group includes activists from the 
Dresden Peace Vigil, the Interna-
tional Association of Physicians for 

the Prevention of Nuclear War, members of the BüSo 
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