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This is the edited transcript of the 
presentation by Tony Magliano to 
Panel 2, “Peace Through Devel-
opment,” of the Schiller Institute’s 
Nov. 22 conference, “For World 
Peace—Stop the Danger of Nucle-
ar War: Third Seminar of Political 
and Social Leaders of the World.” 
Mr. Magliano is an internation-
ally syndicated Catholic social jus-
tice and peace columnist. The full 
proceedings of the conference are 
available at the Schiller Institute 
website. 

Before I begin sharing with you 
a few of the Catholic Church’s critical thoughts on 
peace and nuclear disarmament, I would first like to 

thank Helga for her dedicated work 
in promoting this international dia-
logue. Thanks, Helga.

In Hiroshima, the first World War 
II Japanese city to be incinerated by a 
U.S. nuclear bomb, Pope Francis, 
standing before the A-bomb dome, 
spoke with heartfelt sentiments, 
saying: 

Here, in an incandescent burst of 
lightning and fire, so many men 
and women, so many dreams and 
hopes, disappeared, leaving 
behind only shadows and silence. 
In barely an instant, everything 

was devoured by a black hole of destruction and 
death.

asteroid-redirection to the permanent totalitarianism of 
[Aldous] Huxley’s Brave New World, humanity’s prog-
ress in science and technology has outstripped our ad-
vancements in government and economics.

We Get To Decide
We now have the ability to abolish poverty, hunger, 

homelessness, and scarcity worldwide. But our financial 
system still siphons wealth to a ruling class of corporate 
billionaires. World affairs are still dominated by military 
blocs, imperialism, and war. Politics and law are still in-
struments by which the powerful subjugate the people.

If humanity remains trapped in an economic system 
that pits families and nations against each other for re-
sources and power, then existentially threatening tech-
nologies will continue to develop and proliferate without 
restraint. And it is only a matter of time before catastro-
phe strikes and billions are killed. Humanity will not sur-
vive the next few decades without a reinvention of our 
global security and development architecture toward col-
laboration and abundance. The decline of the U.S. empire 
cannot be reversed, nor should it be. It has only brought 
misery and death to the world and the American people

But we do get to decide what kind of global struc-
ture comes next. Will it be the rise of the second finan-

cial and military empire? Another Cold War? Or a step 
forward into an entirely new collaborative and prosper-
ous system? 

The people of the world and the Non-Aligned coun-
tries must come together to demand an end to this war 
in Ukraine, and the abolition of nuclear weapons, 
NATO, and all military blocs. They must unite to write 
the rules of the next global economic, financial, and se-
curity system.

Americans must protest their government, build in-
dependent parties, and demand that the U.S. stop all 
weapons to Ukraine and negotiate peace with Russia. Let 
our legacy be one of abolishing imperialism and poverty 
for all time, one of the greatest milestones in human his-
tory. The rich and powerful in the West would sooner see 
the world burn, than share its abundant resources.

But my spirit calls out in rebellion against the forces 
of war and annihilation. My spirit calls out for all who 
suffer from this war and the countless future genera-
tions whose lives hang in the balance. My spirit calls 
out, joined by millions who refuse to accept the destiny 
written by the most violent among us. We refuse to 
accept the fate that they have ordained.

So long as we draw breath, we will not allow the life 
of this world to be extinguished!

Tony Magliano 
Compelling Catholic Church Reflections on 

Peace and Nuclear Disarmament
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And with prophetic warning, Pope Francis declared 
that the use of atomic energy for purposes of war is im-
moral, just as the possessing of nuclear weapons is im-
moral. We will be judged by God on all of this. During 
his conversation with journalists on the flight back to 
Rome from his recent pastoral visit to Bahrain, Pope 
Francis shared his thoughts on many of the world’s cur-
rent human-made tragedies, including today’s numer-
ous armed conflicts, which reminded him of the World 
War II Allied military landings in Normandy, France. 
He said:

It was the beginning of the fall of Nazism, it’s 
true. But how many boys were left on the 
beaches in Normandy? They say thirty thou-
sand.... Who thinks of those boys? War sows 
all of this. That is why you, who are journal-
ists, please be pacifists, speak out against wars, 
fight against wars. I ask you as a brother. Thank 
you.

In the days leading up to President Putin’s decision 
to order invading Russian troops into Ukraine, Pope 
Francis, in an apparent effort to jolt the conscience of 
the Russian leader, as well as the consciences of all of 
us, made this appeal: “Let us not forget, war is mad-
ness.” And he lamented, “Those who wage war forget 
humanity. How sad it is when persons and peoples think 
about waging war against each other.”

And to all this madness, the Holy Father boldly de-
clared,

Put down your weapons! God is with the peace-
makers, not with those who use violence.

There are many forms that the evil of violence and 
war take: There is war against the poor and hungry, war 
against migrants and refugees, war against the home-
less, war against other religions, war against women, 
war against the Earth and the environment, and war 
against unborn babies. 

In her Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech, in 
1979, St. Mother Theresa of Kolkata, insightfully said:

I feel the greatest destroyer of peace today is 
abortion, because it is a direct war, a direct kill-
ing. If a mother can murder her own child in her 
own womb, what is left for me to kill you and for 
you to kill me—there is nothing between.

On Nov. 17, 2017, five other Nobel Peace laureates 
met with Pope Francis at the Vatican for the interna-
tional symposium, entitled, “Prospects for a World Free 
of Nuclear Weapons and for the Integral Human Devel-
opment.” In their statement, the Nobel Peace laureates 
said:

Banning nuclear weapons and promoting peace 
and integral disarmament means putting human-
ity first, putting our minds together to meet the 
serious challenges humanity faces: climate 
change, a globalized economy that glorifies the 
accumulation of wealth for wealth’s sake, and 
cares little for meeting the needs of the majority 
of the billions of people sharing our climate; and 
terrorism of all kinds, including that of the state, 
to name just a few.

On Sept. 20, of that same year, 2017, the Holy See 
was the first state to ratify the UN’s Treaty on the Prohi-
bition of Nuclear Weapons. In a statement to the United 
Nations, the Holy See declared:

[The] Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons is one more blow on the anvil toward 
the fulfilment of the prophecy of Isaiah: “They 
shall beat their swords into ploughshares and 
their spears into pruning hooks.”

The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
is an essential tool in efforts to totally prohibit nations 
from developing, testing, producing, manufacturing, 
transferring, possessing, stockpiling, using, or threaten-
ing to use nuclear weapons, or allowing nuclear weap-
ons to be stationed on their territory. It also prohibits 
them from assisting, encouraging, or inducing anyone 
to engage in any of these activities.

Irresponsibly, none of the nine nuclear weapons na-
tions has signed onto the Treaty for the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons. But encouragingly, 91 nations are 
signatories, and the Treaty now has 68 State Parties 
with the Holy See as one of the very first. In his Encyc-
lical Letter Pacem in Terris, Peace on Earth, St. Pope 
John XXIII wrote:

When we fight poverty and oppose the unfair 
conditions of the present, we are not just promot-
ing human well-being; we are also furthering 
man’s spiritual and moral development, and 
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hence we are benefiting the whole human race. 
For peace is not simply the absence of warfare, 
based on a precarious balance of power; it is 
fashioned by efforts directed day after day 
toward the establishment of the ordered universe 
willed by God, with a more perfect form of jus-
tice among men and women.1

With over 800 million fellow human beings strug-
gling to survive on less than the international poverty 
line of just $1.90/day, and with 300 million children 
going to bed hungry every night, the world’s more eco-
nomically secure nations have a moral responsibility to 
end this tragedy as quickly as possible. 

Pope John Paul said:

If “development is the new name for peace,” war 
and preparations for war are the major enemy of 
the healthy development of peoples. If we take 
the common good of all humanity as our norm, 

1. See Populorum Progressio, March 26, 1967.

instead of individual greed, peace would indeed 
be possible. [Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, Encyclical 
Letter, Dec. 30, 1987]

On Sept. 7, 2013, countless believers across the 
globe—and there were 100,000 people in St. Peter’s 
Square—prayed with Pope Francis for peace in Syria 
and throughout the world. During the four-hour prayer 
service at St. Peter’s, the Holy Father said:

We bring about the rebirth of Cain in every act of 
violence and in every war.... We have perfected 
our weapons, while our conscience has fallen 
asleep, and we have sharpened our ideas to jus-
tify ourselves. As if it were normal, we continue 
to sow destruction, pain, death! Violence and 
war lead only to death, they speak of death! Vio-
lence and war are the language of death!

Let us commit ourselves, not to death but to devel-
oping a world of peace based on justice and equality 
among all men and women.

This is the edited transcript of the 
presentation by Kirk Meighoo to 
Panel 2, “Peace Through Develop-
ment,” of the Schiller Institute’s Nov. 
22 conference, “For World Peace—
Stop the Danger of Nuclear War: 
Third Seminar of Political and 
Social Leaders of the World.” Dr. 
Meighoo is a former Senator in Trin-
idad and Tobago. The full proceed-
ings of the conference are available 
at the Schiller Institute website.

Good afternoon from Trinidad 
and Tobago in the Caribbean. You 
may be hearing in the background the sounds of a trop-
ical shower right now. I’m not in a studio, so this sound 
may be leaking through. I want to thank the organizers 
for inviting me to bring the previous contribution under 
a single overarching theme which I believe best places 

this current crisis in proper historical 
perspective.

This NATO-Ukraine-Russia 
conflict is the latest chapter in the 
unfolding story of the Spirit of 
Bandung. The replacement of the 
old imperial Western order with a 
truly inclusive, equitable, interna-
tional order whose primary aim is 
the development of all humankind 
in every country, not the geopoliti-
cal domination and exploitation of 
the many by the few.

This historical transition is what 
the NATO-Russia conflict is about; 

not a phony geopolitical or ideological battle of “East-
ern authoritarianism” versus “Western democracy.” The 
NATO-Russia conflict is the latest episode of the old sys-
tem desperately, and self-destructively, trying to prevent 
the new system from emerging. This is a long story, be-
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