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June 20—Bolivian President Luis Arce Catacora was 
a special invited guest of Russian President Vladimir 
Putin at the June 5-7 St. Petersburg International Eco-
nomic Forum (SPIEF), and addressed that group’s ple-
nary session on June 7, sharing the podium with Putin 
and the other special guest, Zimbabwe’s President Em-
merson Mnangagwa. In his speech before the plenary, 
Arce expressed confidence that joining the BRICS, 
which he hopes will happen at the 
Oct. 22 BRICS summit in Kazan, 
will provide his nation the oppor-
tunity to continue the industrial-
ization process begun in 2006 but 
intensified after he became Presi-
dent in October 2020.

 The economies of the BRICS, 
he said, have succeeded in “break-
ing the hegemony of the U.S., and 
they are the hope for the develop-
ment of cooperation and comple-
mentarity among nations.” Join-
ing the BRICS and working with 
its New Development Bank open 
up many opportunities to attract 
investment, he added. Moreover, 
he emphasized, the expanding use 
of national currencies as a means 
of payment in international trans-
actions “is the indisputable basis 
for the building of a multipolar 
world.”

Arce provided details on how the Productive Eco-
nomic Social Communitarian Model he helped design 
and apply in Bolivia beginning in 2006, has helped free 
his country from the neocolonial model in which it has 
been trapped for decades, if not centuries. It focuses 
on lifting people out of poverty and inequality by in-
dustrializing natural resources, of which Bolivia has 
a plentiful supply, promoting import substitution, and 
prioritizing social policies to provide healthcare, edu-

cation, and housing to the Bolivian people.
One day earlier, on June 6, Arce had held a very 

positive state visit with President Putin, the first time 
the two leaders had met in person. Putin welcomed 
him warmly, meeting him first privately and then in 
an expanded format with other cabinet ministers and 
institutional representatives, to discuss the range of 
possibilities for expanding their bilateral coopera-

tion. Arce later commented on the stunning number of 
meetings and cooperation agreements signed, includ-
ing with state companies such as Rosneft; the state 
atomic energy agency, Rosatom; and the Uranium 
One company, which will help to industrialize Boliv-
ia’s enormous lithium reserves. He later told RT that 
he had discussed with Putin the setting up of working 
groups to identify “as soon as possible” investments to 
be made by Russian companies in hydroelectric, hy-
drocarbons and “big productive projects.” He reported 
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Bolivian President Luis Arce (l.) shared details of his anti-colonial policies at the St. 
Petersburg International Economic Forum, where he was a special invited guest of 
Russian President Vladimir Putin.
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that this was the proposal he had made to President Pu-
tin and that the Russian leader “had kindly accepted.”

Putin stressed during his welcoming remarks to 
Arce that their bilateral relationship is “firmly based 

on mutual interests.” He pointed out 
“interesting areas of cooperation, in-
cluding in the area of high technology,” 
mentioning that Rosatom is helping to 
build (with Bolivia’s Nuclear Energy 
Agency) the Nuclear Technology Re-
search and Development Center in the 
city of El Alto in Bolivia. 

Arce expressed his gratitude for Ro-
satom’s help in building this state-of-
the-art center, which includes nuclear 
medicine, food irradiation, and radio-
pharmacology centers, as well as a re-
search reactor. Prior to meeting with 
Putin, Arce met with Alexey Likhachev, 
Rosatom’s executive director, who has 
been personally involved in the con-
struction of this marvelous nuclear en-
ergy R&D center in El Alto.

In his remarks to Putin during their 
initial meeting, Arce told the Russian 

leader, “We’re happy to be here with you in your na-
tive city and share our experiences and also our proj-
ects, our dreams, and perhaps by joining hands, we 
can make them become reality.”

Rosatom
Rosatom Director General Alexey Likhachev (l.), whose company is helping 
Bolivia build the Nuclear Technology Research and Development Center, meets 
with Bolivian President Luis Arce at the SPIEF.

Attempted Military Coup Fails in Bolivia
by Cynthia Rush

June 27—Bolivia lived 
through dramatic moments 
June 26, when the command-
er-in-chief of the Army, Gen. 
Juan José Zúñiga, and Na-
val Commander Vice Admi-
ral Juan Arnez threatened to 
overthrow the government 
of President Luis Arce Cata-
cora. Zúñiga deployed troops 
to take over La Paz’s central 
Murillo Plaza, used a tank to 
break down the door of the 
presidential palace, and con-
fronted President Arce. The 
general claimed he was acting 
to prevent former President 
Evo Morales from running for 
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The Plaza Murillo, in La Paz, being surrounded by soldiers during the failed coup attempt, 
a disappointment for Wall Street and City of London geopolitical strategists.


