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that this was the proposal he had made to President Pu-
tin and that the Russian leader “had kindly accepted.”

Putin stressed during his welcoming remarks to 
Arce that their bilateral relationship is “firmly based 

on mutual interests.” He pointed out 
“interesting areas of cooperation, in-
cluding in the area of high technology,” 
mentioning that Rosatom is helping to 
build (with Bolivia’s Nuclear Energy 
Agency) the Nuclear Technology Re-
search and Development Center in the 
city of El Alto in Bolivia. 

Arce expressed his gratitude for Ro-
satom’s help in building this state-of-
the-art center, which includes nuclear 
medicine, food irradiation, and radio-
pharmacology centers, as well as a re-
search reactor. Prior to meeting with 
Putin, Arce met with Alexey Likhachev, 
Rosatom’s executive director, who has 
been personally involved in the con-
struction of this marvelous nuclear en-
ergy R&D center in El Alto.

In his remarks to Putin during their 
initial meeting, Arce told the Russian 

leader, “We’re happy to be here with you in your na-
tive city and share our experiences and also our proj-
ects, our dreams, and perhaps by joining hands, we 
can make them become reality.”

Rosatom
Rosatom Director General Alexey Likhachev (l.), whose company is helping 
Bolivia build the Nuclear Technology Research and Development Center, meets 
with Bolivian President Luis Arce at the SPIEF.

Attempted Military Coup Fails in Bolivia
by Cynthia Rush

June 27—Bolivia lived 
through dramatic moments 
June 26, when the command-
er-in-chief of the Army, Gen. 
Juan José Zúñiga, and Na-
val Commander Vice Admi-
ral Juan Arnez threatened to 
overthrow the government 
of President Luis Arce Cata-
cora. Zúñiga deployed troops 
to take over La Paz’s central 
Murillo Plaza, used a tank to 
break down the door of the 
presidential palace, and con-
fronted President Arce. The 
general claimed he was acting 
to prevent former President 
Evo Morales from running for 
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The Plaza Murillo, in La Paz, being surrounded by soldiers during the failed coup attempt, 
a disappointment for Wall Street and City of London geopolitical strategists.

Click here for Full Issue of EIR Volume 51, Number 27, July 5, 2024

© 2024 EIR News Service Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission strictly prohibited.

http://www.larouchepub.com/eiw/public/2024/eirv51n27-20240705/index.html


24 While NATO Wages War, the Global South Industrializes EIR July 5, 2024

President in the 2025 elections, and would protect 
the country from the “elites” who, he said, governed 
only for “a few.”

The rebellion lasted only a few hours. Zúñiga 
and his coup-plotter allies were forced to stand 
down, and were arrested and charged with terrorism 
and subverting the “sovereignty and security of the 
state,” for which they will receive long jail terms. 
There was a significant international outpouring 
of support for Arce as well, especially from fellow 
Ibero-American heads of state. But, to be clear, 
these events had little to do with internal politics. 
Bolivia is a candidate to become a member of the 
BRICS, and President Arce has clearly stated his 
commitment to the pro-development worldview 
that the BRICS represent, as he elaborated during 
his June 7 speech at the St. Petersburg International 
Economic Forum.

As Bolivia’s neighbor, Brazilian President 
Lula da Silva has been especially supportive, and 
he and Arce enjoy a close working relationship. 

Lula will be traveling to Bolivia on July 9 to 
express his support for Arce and his democratic 
form of government, while also promoting South 
American economic integration and increasing 
connectivity through great infrastructure pr-
ojects.

For the last two years, Wall Street and the 
City of London have subjected Bolivia to fierce 
financial warfare, demanding a currency devalu-
ation and a change from Arce’s economic policy, 
which prioritizes industrial development, poverty 
reduction, and social welfare. The Bolivian Presi-
dent has often warned that domestic enemies and 
their foreign allies are seeking to destabilize his 
government. Removing him from office would 
be convenient for those Anglo-American forces 
that have also targeted Brazil, the BRICS leader 
in South America, while they prop up the pathetic 
Argentine President Javier Milei, who is deployed 
against Brazil and the BRICS momentum in Ibero-
America.
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