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The Blair-Bush Project in Syria
that Brought Al Qaeda to Power

by Vanessa Beeley

Vanessa Beeley is an independent journalist, peace
activist, and photographer, who has been a well-known
expert in Southwest Asia affairs for many years. This
article was originally published in UK Column on May
27, 2025, and is being republished here with the per-
mission of the author.

“Sykes-Picot is breaking; putting it back together,
even in a different shape, will be a
long and bloody affair.” So wrote
Tim Marshall back in 2016 in his
book Ten Maps That Tell You Ev-
erything You Need to Know about
Global Politics—essentially a
eulogy for European and British
border redrawing, particularly in
the Middle East (West Asia)
region.

Syria withstood decades of
clandestine operations by M16 and
the CIA to reshape history in a
sovereign nation that represented
this blurring of the Sykes-Picot
lines drawn in 1916. It was a secret
agreement that divided the Otto-
man Empire into British and
French spheres of influence. Lines
were drawn with no respect for the
ethnic, tribal, and religious bound-
aries in the region, which would
lead to orchestrated instability and
conflict for a century after.

Arab academic and journalist Myriam Charabaty
had this to say about the end of Sykes-Picot:

The rise of resistance across Palestine, Lebanon,
Irag, and Yemen unraveled Sykes-Picot’s colo-
nial borders, forging a shared identity and unit-
ing fronts. The West, foreseeing that an Islamic
Resistance would reject the region’s fragmented

32 The American System Is Not What Your Neighbor Thinks It Is

map, launched the “Arab Springs” to reconfig-
ure roles beyond Sykes-Picot.

The fall of Syria took 14 long and bloody years to
achieve. An estimated one million Syrians perished in
the long years of war against the terrorist proxy forces
unleashed by the U.S., UK, EU, Turkey, Arab Gulf
States, and Israel. The majority of those Syrians were
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President George W. Bush (right) chats with British Prime Minister Tony Blair during
the meeting of the NATO-Russia Council at Practica di Mare Air Force base near Rome,
Italy on May 28, 2002.

soldiers in the Syrian Arab Army who gave their lives
to defend their country from the Takfiri project
hatched by the UK and U.S. post 9/11 [2001], in de-
fense of Israel.

The regime-change war against Syria can be traced
back to globalist British Prime Minister Tony Blair and
U.S. President George W. Bush. It can also be attributed
to the Clean Break Daoctrine, a CIA strategy paper, for
Israel, written in 1996, that outlined:
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Israel can shape its strategic
environment, in cooperation
with Turkey and Jordan, by
weakening, containing, and
even rolling back Syria.
This effort can focus on re-
moving Saddam Hussein
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portant Israeli strategic ob-
jective in its own right as a
means of foiling Syria’s re-
gional ambitions. 2 4

As special consultant to
U.S. Presidents Nixon, Ford,
and Reagan, Pat Buchanan put
it: “In the Perle-Feith-Wurmser
strategy, Israel’s enemy remains
Syria, but the road to Damascus

runs  through  Baghdad.”
In 2017, Dr. Piers
Robinson wrote a paper

entitled “Learning from the
Chilcot Report: Propaganda,
Deception and the “War on Terror.”” In it, he wrote:

Moreover, based upon UK-U.S. communica-
tions in the immediate aftermath of 9/11, the
Chilcot report also provides suggestive but
highly significant evidence of a broader and
covert geo-strategic policy, including action
against Syria and Iran, and which was under-
pinned by a “close knit propaganda campaign.”

Robinson also alludes to the Bush-Blair communi-
cations, post-9/11, that point to the destabilization of
Syriaas a last resort, if all efforts to bring the country on
board and to separate it from the Resistance Axis were
to fail.

Fast-forward to December 2024 and we witness the
final fall of the Syrian capital, Damascus, after a rapid
advance by the forces of terror under the control of
Turkey and Israel, with the hidden hands of the UK and
U.S. controlling events behind the scenes. The fabri-
cated “War on Terror,” given life by the tragic and U.S.
deep-state-orchestrated events of 9/11, culminated in
the take-over of Syria by Terror. Al Qaeda now rules in
Syria, leading ethnic-cleansing pogroms against all mi-
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Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair (left) speaks with Syria’s Foreign Minister Asaad
Hassan Al-Shaibani during the 55th annual WEF meeting in Davos, Switzerland.

norities and Sunni Muslim communities who reject the
dark-age policies of the Takfiri settler-alliance.

The secular, inclusive Syria that resisted neocolo-
nialism for its entire existence since its independence
from the French Mandate in 1946 has now, temporarily
at least, been thrown to the ravages of Empire—Turk-
ish, Russian, Israel, U.S., UK, and the Arab Gulf States
that are intrinsically linked with the U.S. and Israel.

Facing the irredeemable loss of Sykes-Picot, France
and “Global Britain” are scrambling to restore colonial
order. The borders that were challenged by the rise of
the Resistance Axis even prior to October 7, 2023 must
be restored or redefined for these two waning colonial
powers to sustain influence in the region.

French military is present in Syria; the Kurdish
Contras have suggested that French troops could act as
a buffer between the Erdogan neo-Ottoman expansion
and the U.S./Israel-backed Kurdish autonomous region
project.

At the same time, the Al Qaeda General Authority
for Land and Sea Ports in Syria have very recently
signed a strategic memorandum of understanding with
the French company CMA CGM to establish and oper-
ate “dry ports” in the Syrian-Jordanian free zone and
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gave a talk to the Baltimore Coun-
cil on Foreign Affairs: “Syrian
Rebels Win—Now What?”” During
the talk, he explains how, in 2023,
he was invited by a “British Non-
Governmental Organization
(NGO) which specializes in con-
flict resolution” to ‘“help them
bring this guy [Jolani] out of the
terrorist world and into regular
politics.”

According to Ford, he made
two trips with the British NGO in
March and September 2023 and
then, in January 2025, post-coup,
he accompanied a British NGO to
Damascus and met, again, with
Jolani. This from Independent
Arabia:

Informed sources revealed to
“Independent Arabia” that the

the industrial zone of Adra, north-west of Damascus.
CMA CGM also renewed their contract to modernize
and expand the Syrian port of Latakia for the next 30
years.

France also has its former-mandate roots in the
coastal region of “New Syria” from Sykes-Picot days
and almost certainly sees poten-
tial in restoring an independent
state for the three million Alawi-
tes in Syria under French control.
The Jolani (Ahmed Al Sharaa)
ethnic cleansing and slaughter of
the Alawites since the coup in De-
cember 2024 serves this purpose.

The British, however, have
taken a far more direct line to pro-
tect their interests in Syria post the
international coup that installed Al
Qaeda in the Presidential Palace.

Global Britain Seizes the
Opportunity to Restore
Sykes-Picot Borders

British organization that pro-
vided political support and training to Syrian
President Ahmad al-Sharaa is the London-based
Inter-Mediate. Former U.S. Ambassador to
Syria Robert Ford indicated earlier this month
that he worked with the organization to advise
al-Sharaa nearly two years before he overthrew
the regime of Bashar al-
Assad.

Ford was coy about naming
the British NGO, perhaps with
good reason. A number of re-
gional media outlets picked up
the story and identified the or-
ganization.

Inter-Mediate (IM) was
founded in 2011 by Jonathan
Powell, who previously served
as Chief of Staff to the former
British Prime Minister, Tony
Blair, who is recognized as the
architect of the regime-change
war against Syria alongside

On 12 May, former U.S. Am-
bassador to Syria Robert Ford
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George W. Bush. The role that
Powell played in supporting
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Blair and the Weapons of Mass Destruction narratives
that took Britain to war against Iraq is a well-docu-
mented one.

The Spectator recently published an article in which
it is stated:

[Powell] is one of the few senior officials re-
sponsible for the Iraq war who has managed a
return to the corridors—and the sofas—of
power. The historical record shows that he had
doubts about Iraq’s WMDs, but thought Saddam
Hussein had to go “because he was a ruthless
dictator suppressing his people.”

This was, as Blair named
it, “liberal interventionism,”
which called for the West to
“get actively involved in
other people’s conflicts.”

In November 2024, less
than a month before the Al
Qaeda coup in Syria, Keir
Starmer invited Powell to
serve as his National Secu-
rity Advisor. Six days before
Damascus fell, Powell left
IM to take up his National
Security Post under Starmer.
Reports of Blair’s influence
over Starmer have been rife
since his election, so this de-
cision could arguably have
been presided over by Blair,
following through on his
Syria road-map.

Co-founder and senior
advisor of IM is none other than Martin Griffiths. In
2023, it was reported that IM benefits from a tight-knit
connection with the MI6 (UK Military Intelligence)
and the Foreign Office.

Not only did IM receive funding from the UK For-
eign Office, an estimated £4 million from 2011-2020;
there is hard evidence that Powell communicated the
organization’s MI6 links to Hillary Clinton in 2012 just
after the start of the U.S./UK-led regime-change opera-
tions against Syria.

Powell informed a senior Clinton aide in 2012 that
IM “work]s] closely with FCO [Foreign and Common-
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Jonathan Powell

wealth Office], NSC [National Security Council] and
SIS [Secret Intelligence Service] in London.” Powell
informed Clinton that IM organizes “secret channels
between insurgents and governments.” He added that
work had just begun in Syria, Yemen, Somalia and
Burma. Powell convened with Clinton’s Deputy Chief
of Staff, Jake Sullivan. Sullivan famously sent the email
to Clinton in 2012: “Al Qaeda is on our side in Syria.”

Not only did IM, an alleged NGO, receive funding
from the British and other Governments, it is an organi-
zation stocked with former M16 operatives and military
special forces.

Therefore, it is clear that Powell’s role began with
Tony Blair and extended throughout the British neoco-
lonial war against Syria,
ending with Starmer, who
presided, rather ignomini-
ously, over the final imple-
mentation of the Jolani-Al
Qaeda take-over and the
toppling of Assad. Powell’s
role is to normalize the Al
Qaeda Junta in public per-
ception, to carry forward
British  colonial policies,
and to secure Britain’s influ-
ence in the region for de-
cades to follow. As Chara-
baty stated:

With Israeli deterrence
shattered on October 7
and Damascus driven
into al-Jolani’s hands,
Britain saw a chance to
reclaim influence. If the
U.S. successfully weakens the resistance, the
UK could entrench itself in Syria long-term,
expand into parts of Iraq and possibly Egypt,
where the Brotherhood long echoed British ties
until Gaza’s martyrs redefined it by uniting
under the Al Qassam brigade umbrella.

CC/Dani Blanco

In February 2025, The National reported on Pow-
ell’s below-radar meeting with the “New Syria” admin-
istration led by former ISIS and Al Qaeda agent Jolani.
It can be assumed that this was the trip that Ford men-
tions that took place in January. The report details the
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influence that the UK wields in Syria, post-Assad,
through a complex of political connections, so-called
charity operations, and a “well-networked” returning
diaspora. It is nothing new to those who have followed
the British role in destabilizing Syria since 2011.

Powell’s brother, Lord Charles Powell, is a trustee
of the Said Foundation, set up by British-Syrian busi-
nessman and philanthropist Wafic Said. According to
The National, Mr. Said met Jolani in Damascus during
the January convergence of regime-change/war protag-
onists to the Syrian capital.

In 2018, I co-wrote a series of articles with author
and journalist Whitney Webb that explored the “char-
ity” complex weaponized by the British against the
Syrian Government. We covered the alliance between
Ayman Asfari, a shadowy Syrian-British businessman
with insider connections to the British regime and King
Charles, and the Said Foundation:

In May 2016, the Asfari Foundation (covered in
part 1 of this series) teamed up with the Said
Foundation to raise money for the Hands Up for
Syria Appeal. The Asfari and Said Foundations
matched the £3.997 million that was raised for
“millions of young children” deprived of an edu-
cation during the seven-year conflict in Syria.
Speakers at the event included then-British
Prime Minister David Cameron; David
Miliband—~President and CEO of International
Rescue Committee; and actress Cate Blanchett,
UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador. Prince Charles
sent a video message emphasizing the impor-
tance of education to the rebuilding of Syria.

The National points out that Powell’s connection to
the Said Foundation afforded him extensive knowledge
of Syria through the Foundation’s intelligence gather-
ing. It is confirmed that Powell had established back
channel contacts with Al Qaeda, rebranded as HTS,
before it came to power. Those contacts were managed,
conveniently, through IM. It is claimed that Powell met
Jolani as far back as 2021, two years before Ford was
invited to help groom the former ISIS terrorist. This is
the same year that PBS Frontline ran their documentary
The Jihadist. It was one of the first attempts to define
Jolani as a political challenger rather than a sectarian
terrorist proxy.

Another suspected MI6 operative, in Damascus im-
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mediately after the coup, was Hamish de Bretton-Gor-
don. He visited the new Health Ministry and promoted
the role of the CIA/MI6-incubated White Helmets in
running the emergency services country-wide. This
was despite the unaddressed accusations levied against
the organization of participating in the Al Qaeda-led
crimes against the Syrian people. The crimes included
organ trafficking and child abduction, the staging of
chemical weapon attacks, theft, and murder. Instead, de
Bretton-Gordon announced that “Britain is uniquely
placed through the British-Syrian diaspora to make a
real difference, and opening the British Embassy in Da-
mascus cannot happen soon enough [emphasis added].”

French author and journalist Georges Malbrunot
wrote an article for Le Figaro covering the IM involve-
ment in the Jolani grooming campaign and the more
recent attention given to “reformed” Al Qaeda mem-
bers of the New Syria Junta, including the caretaker
Foreign Minister Asaad Hassan al-Shibani, a founder of
Al Qaeda in Syria. According to Malbrunot, “In Da-
mascus, an Inter Mediate employee speaking Arabic
and Farsi, Lucy Stuart, is advising Mr. Chibani, accord-
ing to a Syrian official who showed her business card.”

Did Stuart, coached by Powell and British Intelli-
gence services, arrange the rather uncomfortable inter-
view of Shibani by Tony Blair at Davos? Blair glosses
over the surge in ethnic cleansing and slaughter of Ala-
wites, Christians and anti-Takfiri factions in Syria at the
hands of HTS and their foreign mercenary affiliates. Is
Blair marking his territory in Syria as the Machiavel-
lian orchestrator of events that facilitated the rise of Al
Qaeda to power? It certainly seems so.

Charabaty also commented on the potential in “New
Syria,” for the bolstering of Jordan, a long-term British/
U.S. vassal state in the region. A UK stronghold in Da-
mascus could also stabilize or replace a collapsing
Jordan, moving up Britain’s Arab command post to the
heart of the Arab world and formerly a French colony
turned Resistance strong-hold for decades.

This comment is reinforced by Powell’s May 14
visit to Jordan and audience with King Abdullah and
the Crown Prince Hussein. During the meeting, the
King emphasized the “deep-rooted ties” between the
two countries that might lead to enhanced cooperation
particularly in the defense sector.

Britain was congratulated for maintaining stability
in the region, but the complete opposite is true. Britain
employed Orientalism to shape Western perception of
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the Middle East as backward and irrational, and to jus-
tify British colonialist ravages across all countries in
which it secured influence. Britain’s legacy in the
region is the birth of the Zionist project, which led to
decades of bloodshed and instability.

Jordan also expressed fears over the possible dis-
placement of Palestinians, presumably in the hope that
the UK would be able to prevent the exodus of Palestin-
ian refugees into Jordan, an idea floated by President
Trump and the Zionist genocidaires.

It is worth noting that, in one regional media outlet,
Jolani contended that Ford’s statements regarding his
meetings with Jolani in 2023 onwards were “not true.”
Quite why Jolani might deny the reports is not clear.
Ford is known to be a longtime ally of the Syrian
“death squads” and promoter of regime change
in Syria. Ford fled Syria in 2011 after he was
mobbed on a number of occasions by ordinary
people who saw how he was inciting the “peace-
ful” protests across the country.

It may be that Jolani is trying to conceal the
obvious MI6 involvement in his rebranding and
elevation to the unelected leadership of the
country aligning with Israel and the collective
West. The Syrian Presidency further indicated
that the retired diplomat was part of a delega-
tion from a British research and advisory orga-
nization [rather than IM].

Whatever the reason, the hands behind Jolani
are now exposed in all their nefarious glory, and
there is no doubt that Britain has led the intelli-
gence operations against Syria since the begin-
ning.

The British Military Capture of ‘New
Syria’

I recently reported on the emergence of at least one
British private military contractor in Syria immediately
after the fall of Damascus. Emerald Solutions slotted
very neatly into supporting Jolani’s regime without
once calling attention to the multiple crimes committed
by Jolani and the terrorist factions under his command
both post- and prior-Assad’s flight to Russia. This
aligns with the Blair-Bush project to normalize rela-
tions with the Jolani terrorist leadership and military.

This is to the point where, on May 19 Britain wel-
comed the alleged formation of transitional justice and
missing persons’ commissions in Syria. Relying on
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HTS to investigate their own crimes against the Syrian
people since December 2024, and for the 14 years prior,
is the same as relying on the Zionist regime to investi-
gate the genocide of Palestinians in Gaza and the Oc-
cupied Territories since 1948. It is meaningless. In fact,
since the British have renewed their interest and in-
volvement in New Syria, the crimes of Jolani’s militias
have steadily increased.

Last week, on UK Column News, we looked into
the visit of the British military attaché, Lt. Col. Charles
Smith (posted to British Embassy Beirut), to Damas-
cus. According to reports on the visit, Britain is looking
to secure defense and military cooperation with Al
Qaeda. A cooperation that will be in favor of Israel and

Official State Department photo by Freddie Everett

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio

a way to prevent any Takfiri threat to Israeli national
security in the future. It also gives Britain the opportu-
nity to re-embed itself in the region, to redraw the
Sykes-Picot lines to serve the foreign policy agendas of
Greater Israel and the U.S./UK/Gulf State alliance in
the region, to isolate Iran, and potentially to prevent
Russian consolidation in the coastal region where the
Levantine gas reserves lie.

It is perhaps no coincidence that Turkish-backed
terrorist factions launched serious attacks on the Rus-
sian Hmeimim base shortly after the visit of Smith to
Damascus. Britain’s historical animosity towards
Russia has always been a driving factor for the destabi-
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lization campaign against Syria, far more than the U.S.

Trump’s Secretary of State, Marco Rubio, is threat-
ening the potential for an “epic” civil war in Syria,
perhaps using the remaining Free Syrian Army fac-
tions and ISIS to challenge the Jolani leadership while
protecting the U.S. Kurdish Contra assets in the north-
east. Is Britain positioning itself at the helm of any
new military or political client state answering to the
West?

However events pan out in Syria, one thing is
sure: Britain bears huge responsibility for every life
lost in Syria since 2011 and in the preceding years,
when Britain was interfering in the internal affairs of
a sovereign nation that refused to kneel to British im-
perialism and eliminated the Sykes-Picot lines with
resistance against Greater Israel and Western craven
meddling.

As Rubio also said, “When Syria is unstable, the
region becomes unstable.” The collective West has
never shied away from instability in the region and has
generated it deliberately on behalf of Israel. What
Rubio really means is that Syria must be stabilized in a
way that is commensurate with Israel’s national secu-
rity. It must not be allowed to exist as the Resistance
Axis central hub and land-bridge. It must become a
Western client state, normalize with Israel, and sell out
to the International Monetary Fund and Arab Gulf State
bribes until it becomes another toothless and rudderless
state in the region.

As Lebanese journalist Marwa Osman has said:

After years of fire and bloodshed, Syria is being
offered a “lifeline” by the same hands that tried
to strangle it. The U.S. Treasury just graciously
announced a 180-day suspension of Caesar Act
sanctions ... because apparently that’s how long
it takes to completely hand over your sover-
eignty. This isn’t diplomacy. It’s asset recovery.
The same West that failed to topple Syria mili-
tarily is now repossessing it through blackmail
... and it just so happens they’ve been prepping
al-Jolani for this starring role all along. And just
in case it wasn’t clear: 180 days is the deadline:
normalize or be re-sanctioned. Resistance or
rent-a-state.

Jolani said in an interview he gave in 2015, “We
want first to sever Iran's hands (Resistance groups) in
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this region and then when it is necessary, we will drag
war onto lran’s soil, inside. Iran is sitting on a vol-
cano that is about to explode [emphasis added].”
Jolani is a proven CIA-MI6-managed asset. His
agenda is not his own, it is that of his handlers, so we
should pay attention.

For now, the Blair-Bush regime change is on track.
Syria is being torn apart by the predator powers that
have had this nation in their cross hairs since the cre-
ation of the Zionist settler state in the region. The Zion-
ist project that was designed to drive a wedge between
Egypt and Syria to prevent any semblance of pan-Ara-
bist ambition and freedom from Western resource-grab.
We are at a tipping point in history that could go either
way. Myriam Charabaty reminds us that: “... today, the
entire global world order is fighting against a group of
organized people who are convinced they will inevita-
bly liberate their people with their blood and stand with
the righteous and refuse to be slaves to anyone [empha-
sis added].”

As renowned historian llan Pappé has said, the
region is experiencing a long night. The reason that the
Zionist alliance is so brutal and so accelerated in its ad-
vance is because it has seen the end coming. The project
is not working; it is being dismantled from within and
from outside by a number of “discrete processes.”
Should these discrete processes unite, they will become
a powerful force, perhaps capable of ending the Zionist
project and its branches of proxy terrorism in the region
and beyond.

Aworld of equity for Palestinians may seem a pipe
dream with the slaughter that is being live-streamed
into our consciousness on an hourly basis, but if the Re-
sistance refuses to relinquish this dream, we should also
remain steadfast. “Zionism will collapse and Sykes
Picot will collapse [emphasis added].”

These words from Palestinian author Hebh Jamal
are a reminder for us all:

We don’t get to opt out. Not because we are
stronger than despair, or immune to hopeless-
ness, but because the cost of our silence is paid
in lives we love. Because we are part of some-
thing that is being erased, and if we stop naming
it, if we stop screaming for it, it disappears faster.

We must, at the very least, stand on the right side of
history, and not with war criminals like Tony Blair.
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