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U.S. Gunboat Diplomacy in the Americas

U.S. Defense (War) Secretary
in Puerto Rico To Whip Up
Troops Against \enezuela

U.S. Secretary of Defense Pete
Hegseth and Chairman of the U.S.
Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Dan Caine
visited Puerto Rico Sept. 8 to rally the
troops for President Donald Trump’s
escalation against Venezuela, whose
government the Trump administration
has designated as a “narco-terrorist
cartel.” On Sept. 2, the U.S. Navy had
destroyed a Venezuelan boat suspected
of carrying narcotics, killing 11.

Memories persist in Puerto Rico of
the 1999 death of a civilian security
guard at a U.S. Navy training range.
On Sept. 7, dozens of people gathered
at the Muniz National Guard base to
protest the increase in U.S. military ac-
tivities on the island. Their signs de-
manded, “No to War” and “No to mili-
tary bases in P.R.”

Secretary “War Culture” Hegseth
told sailors and Marines aboard the as-
sault ship USS Iwo Jima that they were
in the Caribbean not for training, but
on the “front lines” of a critical coun-
ter-narcotics mission. Hegseth said on
X, posted by the Pentagon, “This is the
real-world exercise on behalf of the
vital national interests of the United
States of America to end the poisoning
of the American people.”

U.S. Naval Surge Towards

\Venezuela

As of the end of August, the surge
of U.S. forces in the Caribbean was ev-
ident: eight U.S. Navy vessels in, near,
or on their way to the Caribbean, in-
cluding two currently in the Pacific.
This is a build-up rarely seen in the

region. U.S. officials call it an “en-
hanced counter-narcotics operation” to
carry out drug interdiction missions.
Other components include three de-
stroyers, two landing dock ships, an
amphibious assault ship, a cruiser, and
a littoral combat ship. Media report P-8
spy planes and one attack submarine.
Detachments of U.S. Coast Guard and
law enforcement officials are involved,
who are to carry out detentions, or ar-
rests in drug interdictions.

Venezuela’s Maduro to
Trump: Rubio Is Setting
You Up for a ‘Bloodbath’

In an international press conference
on Sept. 1, Venezuelan President Nico-
las Maduro warned, “Mr. President
Donald Trump, you should be careful,
because Marco Rubio wants to stain
your hands with blood; with South
American, Caribbean blood, with Ven-
ezuelan blood.” Maduro said, “Presi-
dent Donald Trump, the pursuit of
regime change is exhausted; it has failed
as a policy worldwide. You cannot aim
to impose a situation in Venezuela.”

Maduro explained that Washington
had maintained two different channels
of communication with the Venezuelan
government (which it does not recog-
nize): one through Rubio, and the other
through Trump’s Envoy for Special
Missions, Richard Grenell (handling
U.S. deportations to Venezuela and
other such matters). But these dialogue
channels with the U.S. have deterio-
rated in the face of Rubio’s “gunboat
diplomacy,” Maduro said. “To threaten
Venezuela is to threaten the entire con-
tinent,” he stated.

Venezuela is not without allies.
Presidents Vladimir Putin and Maduro
signed a Russia-Venezuela strategic

16  Will the World’s Nations Lay Down the Law to Israel?

partnership in May of this year, and
Russian and Chinese systems provide
much of Venezuela’s conventional mil-
itary force structure.

Rubio Visited Mexico,
Ecuador; New Measures
Against China in the Region

U.S. Secretary of State Marco
Rubio had barely returned from his
bellicose Sept. 2-4 trip to Mexico and
Ecuador, when he announced new
measures against Chinese “influence”
in Central America that could “destabi-
lize our hemisphere.” Issued Sept. 4,
the State Department release, in Ru-
bio’s name, orders that Central Ameri-
can nationals who foster or have fos-
tered cooperation with China in the
region in the past be banned from re-
ceiving a U.S. visa.

Cooperation with China is being de-
clared ipso facto a threat to U.S. eco-
nomic prosperity, making the United
States a laughingstock. The statute cited
to justify this wild overreach is Section
212(a)(3)(C) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act, which allows the Sec-
retary of State to declare inadmissible
“aliens whose entry or proposed activi-
ties in the U.S. could have serious ad-
verse foreign policy consequences.”

The Rubio release asserts that the
United States will stop China’s “at-
tempts to subvert the rule of law....” in
Central America.

Rubio Talked Up
Re-Opening U.S. Military
Base in Ecuador

The U.S. State Department named

two principal objectives for Secretary
Marco Rubio’s Sept. 2-4 trip to Mexico
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and Ecuador: to secure agreement for
“neutralizing narcoterrorist threats,”
and to “counter malign extra-continen-
tal actors,” namely, China. In Ecuador,
Rubio held talks on reopening the U.S.
military base there.

Before his trip, Rubio visited the
U.S Southern Command Headquarters
in Florida, where, on Aug. 29, he met
with Adm. Alvin Holsey and his team.

The backdrop for Rubio’s junket
was the Trump administration’s threat
to move militarily against Venezuela.
The day Rubio departed for Mexico
City, Trump released a grainy video of
what he identified as a U.S. military
strike on an alleged Venezuelan drug
boat. When asked about attacking Ven-
ezuela, Rubio refused “to speculate
[on] what might come down the road.”

On Rubio’s trip, the United States
and Mexico agreed to create “a high-
level implementation group” to coordi-
nate action against transnational drug
cartels, but Mexican President Claudia
Sheinbaum did not succeed in securing
a formal agreement to emphasize na-
tional “sovereignty” as the basis for
joint security cooperation.

In Quito, concerns for sovereignty
have been set aside by President Daniel
Noboa, who has initiated discussion of
approving the United States reopening
its former military base in Ecuador—
despite the fact that foreign military in-
stallations are prohibited by the coun-
try’s constitution. Rubio repeated in
his joint press conference with Ecua-
dorian Foreign Minister Gabriela Som-
merfeld that the U.S. is “very seri-
ously” interested in President Noboa’s
intention of reopening the base. The
United States wants “to station U.S.
troops in Ecuador,” both for joint op-
erations in the country, and for opera-
tions “in a very strategic part of the
world.”

Rubio ranted against Venezuela in
the region. He declared that Maduro is
“not the legitimate leader of Venezu-
ela. We never recognized him. He is an
indicted fugitive causing trouble in the
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region, and he was indicted by a grand
jury in the Southern District of New
York.”

As for worries about the United
States acting unilaterally, Rubio as-
serted that “cooperative governments”
understand that “they’re going to help
us find these people and blow them up
if that’s what it takes.”

Southern Command
Defense Conference Hypes
Anti-China Permanent War

U.S. Southern Command Director
Adm. Alvin Holsey joined Gen. Xavier
Isaac, head of Argentina’s Joint Chiefs,
to host the South American Defense
Conference  (SOUTHDEC25) in
Buenos Aires, Aug. 20-22. Military
leaders from Ibero-America, the Carib-
bean, Canada, the UK, and France, par-
ticipated in three days of discussion fo-
cused on aligning the region with U.S.
security and geopolitical priorities, in
which China was depicted as the major
threat.

In earlier speeches, Holsey has at-
tacked China’s scientific projects and
its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) as
particularly dangerous. Suffice it to
say, officials from Brazil, Peru,
Mexico, and elsewhere, aren’t buying
the snake oil. But Holsey has been
campaigning widely, as did his prede-
cessor until November 2024, Gen.
Laura Richardson.

Holsey told the conference, that
the Chinese Communist Party, “con-
tinues its methodical incursion in the
region, seeking to export its authori-
tarian model, extract precious re-
sources and set the theater with poten-
tial dual-use infrastructure from ports
to space.” He warned that China’s
presence and influence ‘“have far-
reaching consequences across all do-
mains, particularly in the Southern
Cone, where vital sea lanes or commu-
nication, such as the Strait of Magel-
lan and the Drake Passage, serve as

strategic choke points and may be
used by [China] to project power, dis-
rupt trade, and challenge the various
sovereignty of our nations or neutral-
ity of the Antarctic.”

Brazil Floats Need for
Nuclear Weapons To
Defend Sovereignty

“If the world continues as it is
going,” Brazil will need to invest more
in nuclear technology in order to pro-
tect itself from possible external
threats, Minister of Mines and Energy
Alexandre Silveira proposed on Sept. 5
at the inauguration of the new directors
of the National Nuclear Safety Agency
and the National Petroleum, Natural
Gas and Biofuels Agency in Rio de Ja-
neiro.

Responsibility for this dramatic
proposed change lies squarely on U.S.
President Donald Trump, with his eco-
nomic warfare, strike on Iran, military
build-up in the Americas, and other
threats.

Brazil signed the Tlatelolco Treaty
declaring Latin America and the Ca-
ribbean to be a nuclear weapons free
zone in 1967; the 1988 Constitution
bans nuclear weapons; the country
gave up its secret nuclear weapons
program in 1990 (nota bene: under
threats from Henry Kissinger and his
ilk) and signed the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty in 1998. There has
been no public discussion of Brazil de-
veloping a nuclear weapons program
for decades.

Minister Silveira explained, “We
are experiencing very serious interna-
tional upheavals in the world, espe-
cially recently.... A country that is a
giant by its very nature, which has 11%
of the planet’s fresh water, a tropical
climate, fertile soil, and so many min-
eral riches, needs to take the nuclear
issue very seriously. In the future, we
will also need this technology for na-
tional defense.”
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