The Real Chernobyl Disaster

The LNT assumption, asimplemented by national regula-
tionsand official policy, wasthe prime cause of the disas-
trous consequences of the 1986 Chernobyl accident. Enor-
mous |oss of resources, the invention of the status of a
“Chernobyl victim,” awarding costly social privileges to
largegroupsof such*“victims,” unnecessary relocationand
pauperization of hundreds of thousands of persons, and
epidemics of psychosomatic diseases throughout vast ter-
ritories of the former Soviet Union, were not caused by
radiation, but followed from the adherence to the LNT-
based recommendations of theinternational radiation pro-
tection organizations. Notableamong thesearethel nterna-
tional Commission on Radiation Protection and the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency.

Thisisoneof themost important |essons |earned from
the Chernoby! catastrophe, which should be taken into
account in the current plans to counter nuclear and radia-
tion terrorist attacks. Decades of promoting the LNT-
based radiophobia have made the societies of devel-
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The Chernobyl nuclear r-éactor in Ukraine. The praliferation of

radiophobic hysteria all around the world wasthe real
“ disaster.”

oped countries extremely vulnerable to the psychological
consequences of such activities. One of the consequences
of NCRP Report 136 will surely be the perpetuation of
mass radiophobia.
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