LaRouche: Combat Coca
With Development

With a diplomat from an Ibero-American nation, Lyndon
LaRouche discussed how to fight the problem of coca in
the Andes. Thefollowing is a paraphrase.

We must change the system, in order to do anything. The
choice today is between the debt, and the people. If you
don’t nationalize the debt to save the people, you will end
up like Africa. But no onewill doit, because of the United
States. They will take defensive measures, partial mea-
sures, but they won’'t move against the system. Therefore,
we need a strategic policy to change the United States.
Ondrugs: Thisisawar against civilization. Take Bo-
livia, which has suffered British wars—the War of the
Pacific, and the Chacowar. These questionsarelivetoday;
some people think like this still. The question is, how do
you help the people under these conditions? First, there
was the mining period of exploitation. People were dying
at high altitudes; they were impoverished; they had no

food; they were looted. That history is known. What you
need, in aplace like Bolivia, is obvious: large infrastruc-
ture projects, which areagreat challengein amountainous
region, whereit’ s harder than on the plains.

When people go into coca, a normal response under
European civilization, would be to develop the country to
solve the problem. And to usethe military. It'salogistical
question. Y ou have to defend the whole country. Y ou use
the military to build up infrastructure: transportation,
power, water, health, education. And you offer the people
abetter life. Even potatoes are better to grow than coca.

Cocaisnot considered aproblemby leading U.S. inter-
ests, nor for any of theleading ruling circlesin the Ameri-
cas, because they all have their handsin the drug money.
That’ sall they have: control over raw materials, and drugs.
They don’'t have anything else.

In dealing with the cocaleros, you have to offer them
away out. This point goes back to Livy, who said you
always have to give an enemy you are trying to defeat, an
honorable way out. The United States should go after the
transport of the drugs; forget the eradication—for now.
We should interdict, get the big international dealers, and
concentrate on that. And we have to go for development
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in the producer countries, so you have something to offer
people.

The coca/drug problem has been imposed on us. The
enemy whoimposed the problem hasto bedestroyed. They
are the problem, not the cocaleros who are their pawns.
Therefore, theissueisoneof philosophy. Y ouhavetobuild
up anintelligentsia. That’ swhy | focussed on building the
LaRoucheY outhMovement. Y ou haveto start by building
a cadre force, which understands the global and national
strategic situation in which they are operating. You have
to educate them for that. And then you have to give them
the power to implement these ideas.

So my view of basic combat, is education. But you
need a social vehicle for this. You have to look for the
natural leadership in the population and develop them.
Then, whenthose peoplehavethepower, you haveto crush
theenemy. But you haveto offer somethingto people. The
country has to develop over the long-term. Y ou have to
have avision of aviable future. Y ou must have a sense of
mission. That's why soldiers are willing to die: not for a
practical reason, but for a mission. Politics is the same
thing. You don’t organize society around practical pro-
grams, but around amission. Andthat’ swhat leadershipis.

Y ou need amission for the continent.

Ask: Why do we have a drug problem? Where did it
comefrom? Financial interestswant usto haveit, in order
to destroy us! They are trying to keep the situation under
their control, to create asituation of “terror against terror.”
Therefore, we need amore conscious, more articul ate net-
work working together in the Americas. Take the case
of Peru. They had an effective anti-drug program under
Fujimori. In Colombia, it hasnot been aseffective. In part,
this is because Peru has a more cohesive and coherent
society: People view their neighbors as like themselves.
Weareall thesame. Weare al human. Thearmy isunder-
stood as our ingtitution in Peru. They go to it for sugges-
tions, ideas, help.

Bolivia, withits current crisis, needs aflanking opera-
tion. What isitsflank? Peru and Brazil. The key countries
in the area are Brazil, Argentina, Peru, and Bolivia: It'sa
complex. Venezuelais much harder to deal with. Colom-
bia is divided, but what's left of its patriotic forces can
participate. Also, the enemy is deploying new Wars of the
Pacific to divide one country from another. Thishasto be
avoided by working together, by integration.

—Dennis Small
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