LaRouche on Haiti

Excerpts from an interview with U.S. Presidential candi-
date Lyndon LaRouche, by WRPI radio in Troy, New York
on March 10, 2004.

Q: Mr. LaRouche, what's your take on the situation in
Haiti? The recent coup d' &tat and President Aristide?

LaRouche: .. .The United States has a relationship
with Haiti, going back to our struggle for independence.
Haiti has been essentially destroyed many times over. |
mean, the country is destroyed, even compared to the ad-
joining region of theisland. We have done the worst with
that area: It's not a problem with Aristide, or this guy,
or that guy. The problem is, the United States has never
accepted, in recent times, its moral responsibility to help
the Haitians put their country back together again. That is
our responsibility. We keep blaming them.

The way we treat the Haitians who are fleeing from
that territory into Florida—it's horrible! 1t's wrong! We
have to take apositive moral attitude on thisthing, and we
have to work with the nations of the region, to say—and
tell the Haitians—"“We are determined that you should
have your independence, and you shall have devel opment,
and you shall have medical care, and the ability to live.”
That’sour job.

We do it not only for the Haitians, we do it for
ourselves. We do it, because we want to be the kind of
country that does that kind of thing: Where a great injus-
tice exists, we are the kind of country that will offer
to help.

Q: Do you believe that, as President Aristide claims, the
United States, directly or indirectly, assisted inkidnapping
him from Haiti?

LaRouche: Wéll, | think that, certainly, U.S. policy
created a situation in which that happened. As to what
actual agencies were involved, | don't know. But, | am
certain, from reading and following these events, that the
United Statesisthe principal perpetrator of the most recent
mess! It started, probably, under the Clinton Administra-
tion, the mishandling of this Haitian problem under Clin-
ton, and it’s being mishandled in a much more extreme
and worse way, under George Bush. . . .

Remember, Haiti established itself as a Republic,
which at one point was modeling itself on the idea of the
United States. So, thisgot it special hatred. . . . Of course,
the problemsthat are occurring in other parts of the Carib-
bean are not much better; but they’re not quite as bad,
either. And the Haitian thing, isthe thing that really sticks
in my craw: Thisis the worst example of arotten policy
from the United States. There are other policies that are
bad, but thisis the absolute worst.

In my view, you always go to the worst case, to set a
policy. Inyour own country, you look at the poorest layer
of our population, and say, “Will thispolicy work for their
children and grandchildren?’ Andif it worksfor the poor-
est ones, justly, theniit'll probably work for everyone—as
Franklin Roosevelt defined that: Alwaysgotothe“forgot-
ten man.” Take the person who's the greatest victim, of
injustice or neglect, and start there; and prove that you are
really for the general welfare of people, by showing that
you'rewilling to facethat problem. Look itinthe eye, and
talk about curing it.
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