Principles of Westphalia

The Treaty of Westphalia of 1648, bringing an end to the
Thirty Years” War, which had drowned Europe in blood in
battles over religion, defined the principles of sovereignty
and equality in numerous sub-contracts, and in this way
became the constitution of the new system of states in
Europe. We quote the two key principles:

Article I begins:

“A Christian general and permanent peace, and true
and honest friendship, must rule between the Holy Impe-
rial Majesty and the Holy All-Christian Majesty, as well
as between all and every ally and follower of the mentioned
Imperial Majesty, the House of Austria. . . and successors.
.. . And this Peace must be so honest and seriously guarded
and nourished that each part furthers the advantage, honor,
and benefit of the other. ... A faithful neighborliness
should be renewed and flourish for peace and friendship,
and flourish again.”

Peace among sovereign nations requires, in other

words, according to this principle, that each nation devel-
ops itself fully, and regards it as its self-interest to develop
the others fully, and vice versa—areal “family of nations.”

Article II says:

“On both sides, all should be forever forgotten and
forgiven—what has from the beginning of the unrest, no
matter how or where, from one side or the other, happened
in terms of hostility—so that neither because of that, nor
for any other reason or pretext, should anyone commit, or
allow to happen, any hostility, unfriendliness, difficulty,
or obstacle in respect to persons, their status, goods, or
security itself, or through others, secretly or openly, di-
rectly or indirectly, under the pretense of the authority of
the law, or by way of violence within the Kingdom, or
anywhere outside of it, and any earlier contradictory treat-
ies should not stand against this.

“Instead, [the fact that] each and every one, from one
side and the other, both before and during the war, commit-
ted insults, violent acts, hostilities, damages, and injuries,
without regard of persons or outcomes, should be com-
pletely put aside, so that everything, whatever one could
demand from another under his name, will be forgotten to
eternity.”
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