On the Declaration
Of Independence

Lincoln’s speech in Springfield, Illinois, on June
26, 1856, addressed the intent of the Founding
Fathers, in including in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence the phrase, “all men are created
equal”:

They meant to set up a standard maxim for free
society, which should be familiar to all, and re-
vered by all; constantly looked to, constantly la-
bored for, and even though never perfectly at-
tained, constantly approximated, and thereby
constantly spreading and deepening its influence,
and augmenting the happiness and value of life to
all peoples of all colors everywhere. The asser-
tion that “all men are created equal” was of no
practical use in effecting our separation from
Great Britain; and it was placed in the Declara-
tion, not for that, but for future use. Its authors
meant it to be—thank God, it is now proving
itself—a stumbling block to those who in after
times might seek to turn a free people back into
the hateful paths of despotism. They knew the
proneness of prosperity to breed tyrants, and they
meant when such should re-appear in this fair
land and commence their vocation, they should
find left for them at least one hard nut to crack.
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