Will China’s Belt and Road Policy
Return the American System to the
United States?
by Dennis Speed
“Britain seeks friendship only with those which can render her services, and when her friends
are too weak to be of any use to her, they must be sacrificed in her interest. Britain’s tender
regard for her friends is like the delicate care usually shown by farmers in the rearing of silk
worms: after all the silk has been drawn from the cocoons, they are destroyed by fire or used
as food for the fish. The present friends of Great Britain I know more than silk worms and they
are receiving all the tender care of Britain simply because there is still some silk left in them.”

—Dr. Sun Yat Sen
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Russia, Peru, and other countries in the aftermath of
that Transcontinental Railroad’s completion in 1869.

intrigued all the world, including China. Learning the
principles of Alexander Hamilton’s American Revolution was the self-strengthening that China needed.
Lincoln vs. the British Opium Wars
The Chinese-American dialogue initiated by Lincoln
The British had fought two “opium wars” against
and his ambassador Burlingame established the KiangChina, 1839-42 and 1856-60, forcing addiction upon
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beginning of Lincoln’s administration. It was, in fact, a
the future development of the Middle Kingdom, and
rebellion of “slave states” against the Federal Constituto the commercial interests of the United States have
tion, a conflict which Lincoln and his supporters, such
been granted.... China is rich in mineral wealth. A few
as his ambassador to Russia, Cassius Marcellus Clay,
mines of coal and gold have been opened. With railrecognized was, in reality, an international conflict. It
ways these could be made much more profitable and
had been instigated by British and European financial
a number of others would be developed.... To create
interests through their slavery, opium, and “free trade
such a railway system in accordance with the governpolicies,” as well as their property-title ownership of
ment policy that railroads and mines must belong to
many of the plantations of the American South. The
the Chinese themselves requires a more orderly system
fact that the manufacturing capabilities of American
of finances than obtains at present.” Today’s China adNorthern industry allowed it to emerge from that devasvancement would please him mightily.
tating 1861-65 conflict with an economy that was more
Barker’s proposal for Chinese rail (Figure 1
productive and stronger than when the conflict began,
MAP)—itself an echo of the policy first proposed
indicated a scientific breakthrough in economics that
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tional Day speech of the Chinese “century of humiliation” at the hands of Great
Britain, as well as Japan, which was allied with Great Britain against China in
the Anglo-Japanese Alliance of 19021923. (The United States had plans to
fight a two-front war against Japan [War
Plan Orange] and Great Britain [War
Plan Red] through the 1930s, exactly to
counter British imperial policy, and its
co-thinkers in Japan.)
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cans, Friedrich List, in his Outlines of American Political Economy and The National System of Political
Economy—would be expanded and transcended by Dr.
Sun Yat Sen’s famous railway design described in his
1921 work, The International Development of China.
Sun Yat Sen, who led the republican revolution which
overthrew the Imperial system in China in 1911, was
himself a student of the American System, basing his
famous “Three Principles of the People” on Lincoln’s
“of the people, by the people, and for the people.”
So why, today, do many Americans believe, if they
know anything about it at all, that the Chinese Belt and
Road Initiative is a threat to them?
Perhaps this history is unknown today to Americans because that is the way the British faction now
deploying treasonous American elements to impeach
the President, rather than risk a 2020 election, want it.
The 2018 House of Lords report, “U.K. Foreign Policy
in a Shifting World Order,” warned that the Trump
Administration has taken “a number of high-profile
unilateral foreign policy decisions that are contrary to
the interests of the United Kingdom,” adding, “Should
President Trump win a second term … the damage to
U.K./U.S. relations will be longer lasting.” The same
report warns that Xi Jinping has declared that China
intends to “take centre-stage in world affairs, in two
stages, to 2035 and then to 2050,” as if this were a sinister plot against the West.
The Chinese, unlike many in the United States, have
not forgotten the evil of the British Empire. President
Xi has spoken as recently as in his October 2019 Na-
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When Helga Zepp-LaRouche founded
the Schiller Institute in 1983, Lyndon LaRouche had already spearheaded a group
of researchers in America, Europe, and
South America who had successfully
rediscovered the American System economists of the
19th Century. This was a real-life application of Schiller’s idea of “universal history,” discussed by him in his
famous 1789 lecture in Jena, Germany. The economicstrategic crisis conditions that led to the November 1989
fall of the Berlin Wall and the subsequent 1991 dissolution of the Soviet Union, were knowable. So were their
solutions. These were “universal-historical” solutions,
expressed in LaRouche documents such as “A FiftyYear Development Policy for the Indian-Pacific Oceans
Basin,” written in 1983. His proposals in that document
are still the conceptual basis for a “win-win” negotiation between Presidents Trump and Xi today. 1983 was
the same year that President Ronald Reagan adopted
the LaRouche-proposed policy of ending the danger of
thermonuclear war through the Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI), much to the amazement of, not only the
Soviet Union, but also the “Bush-Kissinger faction” inside of the Reagan Administration itself.
In 1991, from jail, LaRouche, in close collaboration
with his wife Helga Zepp-LaRouche, renewed his policy discussions with the nations of Eurasia. After the
fall of the Berlin Wall, they first presented the “Productive Triangle—Paris-Berlin-Vienna,” and then, following the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, they
proposed the “Eurasian Land-Bridge,” to integrate the
European and Asian populations and industry centers
through infrastructure development corridors. This
was their vision for a peace order for the 21st Century.
The Belt and Road Initiative of China today is in basic
affinity with that vision.
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